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Argument, purpose and originality of the theme 

            The choice of this topic as well as the attempt to develop it in the directions presented in 

this paper are the result of a motivation that we consider to have capitalized during this doctoral 

research which did not reach the end but can be developed along with other new materials that 

can also be the starting point for new research studies.  

            First of all, this topic was at the heart of my family concerns. 

            Secondly, in addition to the argument listed above, we considered it necessary to study 

this old family in the context of their actions of involvement in the ecclesial life of Oltenia, 

highlighting the amount of the activity during lifetime of these boyars was put in the service of 

God and the people due to their actions of founding holy places, their more or less important 

political posts as well as the philanthropic activities they developed to one degree or another and 

in different historical contexts. 

              Last but not least, this topical issue tried to cover some gaps that exist today, through the 

comprehensive inventory and analysis of frescoes and church architecture approached, some of 

which being already well known and presented in the study of art historians (Tismana, Baia de 

Aramă, Vădeni), others with a special value and originality (Negoiești, Vârtopu, Sfântul 

Gheorghe Vechi, etc.) being presented in this paper. Therefore, the purpose of this 

interdisciplinary research –a historical and artistic one, is to highlight both the role of this family 

in history and the cultural and artistic heritage left to the future generations, the topicality of this 

subject matter not to be neglected. 

 

            Highlighting issues, research directions and work points  

            Interdisciplinary research has gained more and more ground in the historical sciences in 

recent decades. The present paper aims to investigate the involvement of members of a family 

from the great nobility of Oltenia in the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries in the founding and 

support of the Orthodox Church in the origin province of this family and to highlight its 

contribution to the development of ecclesiastical Romanian art, especially Brnâcoveanu, post-

Brnâcoveanu and non-Brâncoveanu art extended to the secular space through civil constructions. 

Hence, in addition to the specific methods of historical research and art history, we resorted to 

two auxiliary disciplines: genealogy and prosopography. Throughout the research it was 



necessary to process the data provided by the Romanian Cyrillic epigraphy and an important 

aspect was clarified based on the text critique.  

             In my work I set out to highlight two historically important aspects : 

            - Analysis of the frescoes and architecture of the Oltenian boyar foundations, some not 

yet exploited, an important aspect in the study of Oltenian art; 

            - The history of the churches founded by the great Brăiloiu family as well as a genealogy 

of this family. 

            Genealogy offers the historian a perspective on the past centred on human personality. 

Genealogy uses as research methods: the analytical method based on which the table of 

ascendants is drawn up and the synthetic method by which the table of descendants can be 

established. 

            In the 19th century a new branch, prosopography, emerged in the research of ancient 

history. This involves researching a background of common characteristics of a group of 

historical figures through the study of their lives emphasizing the study of a character's career, 

establishing the chronology of its stages and the role it plays in the political, economic or cultural 

history of a particular epoch. The present paper tried to establish, according to the above 

methods, the evolution of the members of the Brăiloiu family in the hierarchy of rank official 

positions from Wallachia. 

             Being an interdisciplinary work, it is necessary to draw the research directions proposed 

in this paper trying to highlight the combination between art history and the history of the 

Romanian Orthodox Church, of course with the historical tools used. Also, the methods and 

working points used during the elaboration were: interpretation and analysis of documents and 

images, comparison, historical analysis, text criticism, interdisciplinary approach as well as the 

combination of History, Art and Theology. 

             

            Contextualization 

            With the help of the analyzed documents and the studied frescoes, especially the votive 

portraits - important sources that clarified some genealogical matters, we also followed the 

framing in a historical context related to time and space, thus, trying to place the characters 

approached within chronological especially social framework of history and therefore managing 

to explain and describe these important historical sources. 



            Working methodology 

            The working methodology used in this paper is close to the prosopographic research 

models presented. Based on the documents for each character we established the evolution of 

their career. The documents were placed chronologically and using the testimonies they 

contained we established the stages of the advancement of the persons in the hierarchy of the 

official positions of the time. Everything was presented in a schematic way - and thus more 

accessible and easy to consult as a working tool. The evolution of the characters tried to be 

framed in context, a research method that is gaining more and more ground today in the field of 

theological disciplines. Also, with the help of the analysis of the frescoes, we wanted to make an 

inventory of these art monuments, to highlight the work of the painters who took care of their 

painting and to highlight the style in which they executed the works as true emblems of church 

art. Thus, a good part of the time available had to be used for the knowledge of the political 

institutions from the 18th and 19th centuries and of the general historical framework in which the 

Brăiloiu family evolved. Because there is no more comprehensive monographs dedicated to the 

Brăiloiu family or any of its members but only some special studies, the main objective of the 

paper was to gather the published documentary material currently available. The paper can be 

said to have approached in a significant way the achievement of this objective taking into 

account, of course, the inherent documentation gaps of the author. The collected material used 

here in a descriptive manner, insofar as it can be completed with original materials, can be not 

only  a solid basis for a complete monograph dedicated to the Brăiloiu family but also for more 

or less extensive studies on related families. These studies would be very useful, considering that 

currently there is only one monograph dedicated to a family from Oltenia with an important role 

in political life, the one that had as object the Glogoveanu family. 

 

            

            Stages and structure of the paper  

            In order to carry out the thesis I went through several stages of research. First of all, the 

analysis of the general and special bibliography related to the chosen topic and the sorting of 

materials to create a research track. Secondly, the primary bibliography with published sources 

was enriched with unpublished materials from archives, documents, inscriptions and oral 



information. Last but not least, the field research created a photographic basis, essential in the 

stage of iconographic analysis.  

            The first chapter is entirely dedicated to the study of the life and political activity of the 

Great Ban Cornea Brăiloiu, the most important political figure of the family, the one who rose to 

the highest rank of the official positions in Wallachia, but at the same time whose activity in 

Constantin Brâncoveanu's service was a significant contribution to the development of culture, 

spirituality and art in Oltenia in the current rightly called a "Byzantine Renaissance". Within the 

chapter, the main challenge was to establish his ancestry. With the help of historical documents 

and testimonies, as well as other studies on the most famous character of the Brăiloiu family, we 

analyzed his ancestry in the positions and ranks he held and the framing of each political step in 

the historical context and main events of that period, in three subchapters, which talk about the 

life of the Great Ban, political activity as well as the episode of the end of the Great Ban, 

described in detail by a historian of the time.  

            The second  chapter talks about the second generation after the Great Ban, that of his 

children. His sons continued his anti-Ottoman political orientation, with a decisive contribution 

in bringing imperial troops to Oltenia and we find them actively involved in resisting the 

establishment of the Phanariot regime in Wallachia, opposing the will of the Ottoman Gate 

sometimes at the risk of life. In the three subchapters we dealt with the life and political activity 

of Serdar Barbu Brăiloiu, his end - described by the chronicles of the time, as well as his 

successors. Another character described is the monk Dosita Brăiloiu, forced by Nicolae 

Mavrocordat to become a monk, who will never give up his life as a monk being at the same 

time a key figure in political life as evidenced by his life and political activity. We also talked 

about the descendants of the monk Dositei, developing in the next chapter their activity. Also, in 

the second chapter we bring information about the other sons and daughters of the Great Ban 

Cornea Brăiloiu, continuators of their father's activity. 

            The third chapter presents the concrete contribution of the family members to the 

spiritual life of Oltenia and especially of  Craiova residence through the benefits that they 

brought to the Orthodox Church. The foundations of the family are presented chronologically, 

each church being described separately according to a model of micro-monograph that has 

become consecrated for this kind of presentation, a model that includes the layout, writing, 

construction stages, evolution up to the present and analysis of painting and architecture from an 



artistic perspective. In the sense established above as an objective, we have dedicated a large 

space in the case of each church or monastery to the founding aspect, namely the broad 

presentation of the life and activity of the one who contributed to the building of the place. Thus, 

I approached little or not at all known characters of the Brăiloiu family and I consider that 

essential aspects about them have been clarified in terms of skill and time, with the help of the 

tools used in this regard. In this chapter I have exposed in turn the buildings built by the family, 

trying to bring genealogical clarifications for the next generations of the Great Ban and his sons 

based on the studied frescoes and documents and using this method to better fit them in context. 

In the first subchapter we presented the foundations of the Great Ban Cornea Brăiloiu: Tismana 

Monastery - where he chose to be buried, Baia de Aramă Monastery - founded together with 

Milco Băiașul, beautified with a valuable fresco, Țântăreni Monastery - now gone- as well as 

Vădeni Church-the family's residence, the  contribution of  the monk  of Dosita Brăiloiu being 

notable, the work of the famous painters Grigore Ranite, Vasile and Ioan. In the next subchapter 

we talked about the founding of the Jupânești Hermitage by the youngest son of the Great Ban - 

Vasile the monk today disappeared from the field. Next, Stanca Brăiloiu, Dositei's daughter who 

by her marriage to Constantin Obedeanu participated in the founding of two important places of 

worship: the Church from Stănești and the Obedeanu Monastery from Craiova, conceived as a 

complex settlement with school and hospital being the first institution of education in Oltenia. I 

also dedicated the fourth subchapter to the foundation of Fota Vlădăianu and Safta Brăiloiu from 

Craiova - Saint Spiridon Church, an important art and culture monument from Băniei Fortress. In 

the next subchapter we aimed to establish the career and genealogical lineage of one of the most 

important politicians of the time, Ion Brăiloiu, who, together with other boyars, built two 

churches in Craiova: Sfântul Gheorghe Vechi and Biserica Brândușa – Brândușa Church- the 

only ship-type church without towers in this city. In the sixth subchapter we dealt with the two 

foundations of Stolnicul Ion Brăiloiu's son - Cornea (III) The Great Logophat: Negoiești Church 

- Dolj and Păișani Church from Gorj, both with original frescos based on which we discovered 

new and essential aspects for the family. The following four churches in the seventh subchapter: 

Bodăiești Church - Dolj, Oota - Craiova, Vârtopu - Dolj, Găvănești - Olt were built by the Great 

Clucer Constantin (I) Brăiloiu and we made an artistic presentation premiere about some of them 

and clarified the important genealogical aspects of the family members named Constantin as 

well. In the eighth subchapter we placed the Church in the village of Lânga - Dolj, with an 



excurse about the great politician Anton C. Brăiloiu from the younger generation of the family, 

also involved in the political, cultural, religious-artistic and philanthropic life of Craiova. Briefly, 

in the next subchapter we talked about the foundation of Dumitrache Brăiloiu from Bălăcița - 

Mehedinți which in the meantime was replaced by another church. Also, in the tenth subchapter 

we presented two foundations of the Great Logopath Nicolae Brăiloiu: Lainici - Gorj Monastery, 

an important monastic hearth today, with a special exterior painting as well as the Church from 

Sălcuța - Dolj where this branch had estates. In the last subchapter we brought forward other 

founding initiatives of the Brăiloiu family, reminiscent of the Cathedral of Saint Dumitru in 

Craiova in whose old fresco - now replaced- the monk Dosita Brăiloiu and Stanca Obedeanu, his 

daughter were represented and the Church of Angels Saints -Biserica Sfintii Ingeri- Dolj  with a 

valuable original fresco preserved to these days. 

            The present work also involved a field research which, unfortunately, for reasons of time, 

could not be as extensive as would have been necessary. This field research meant visiting each 

church and photographic documentation - used in this work, researching church archives - where 

possible. The field research also involved collecting unique oral information on the proposed 

topic, received both from the servants of the places and from other people. 

            Historiography 

            Information about the life and his political ascension of the most famous character of the 

Brăiloiu family can be found in several works, both older and more recent. Thus, the historian 

from Gorj county, Alexandru Ştefulescu,  is the one who, a century ago, in his particularly 

important works for the history of Gorj, offers valuable information about Cornea Brăiloiu, the 

one who had the most important official post after the ruler of the country carrying out his 

political activity in one of the most flourishing epochs for Wallachia, the Brâncoveanu epoch. 

The paternity of the Great Ban Cornea Brăiloiu is highlighted by the genealogist Octav-George 

Lecca, in the genealogical tree drawn up by him in 1911 as well as in his well-known work about 

the Romanian boyar families in which he dedicated an entire chapter to the Brăiloiu family. 

              In the work Letters of Boyars and Merchants from Oltenia and Muntenia to the Sibiu 

Hagi Pop House of Commerce published with genealogical notes on several families, the great 

historian Nicolae Iorga brings us explanations about the Brăiloiu family, at the beginning having 

no special significance, its members being simple boyars between 1644-1668, reaching with the 

researches until the third generation next to Cornea Brăiloiu. A series of valuable information 



regarding the ancestors of the Great Ban Cornea Brăiloiu comes from the Documents of 

Wallachia from the National Archives published in 2012.Other collections of documents from 

which we can draw valuable conclusions about the Brăiloiu family are the documentary 

collections DIR, DRH, as well as those from the collection of Eudoxiu de Hurmuzaki. A 

collection of documents was published by the historian Melentina Bâzgan in 2009,which also 

contains dozens of such historical testimonies that help us better describe the political activity of 

the family members. 

                The historian Nicolae Stoicescu, in his monumental work dedicated to the great rulers 

of Wallachia and Moldova, points out the aspects of the life, career and descendants of the Great 

Ban, as well as the founding legacy left by him to posterity. In 1927, in the magazine Revista 

Arhivele Olteniei,  Constantin V. Obedeanu published a special article about the personality and 

activity of the Great Ban Cornea Brăiloiu without extending the research to other characters in 

the family. Also, in1988, in Litua Magazine. Studies and Research, we find an article about 

Cornea Brăiloiu and other collaborators of the ruler Constantin Brâncoveanu signed by the 

historian Vasile Marinoiu who also issues the hypothesis of the origin of the name Brăiloiu - 

taken over by the Great Ban probably from the marked borders of Brăila district but this aspect is 

uncertain. Also, in Târgu Jiu, new publications appear about the Brăiloiu family after the 2000s. 

Thus, in two general works we find information about it - the group of authors: Vasile Arimia, 

Nicolae Mischie and others with the work: Gorj Personalities throughout History as well as a 

similar work prepared by the historian Vasile Arimia in collaboration with Nicolae Mischie: 

Boyar Families and Peoples from Gorj County, both works not trying to present the next 

generations after the sons of Cornea Brăiloiu though. The chroniclers of the time also speak 

about the political activity of Ban Cornea, the various public positions which he had and  the 

historical context; we can mention the Anonymous Chronicle, The Chronicle of Radu Greceanu 

the Logophat and of Radu Popescu Stolnicul. Regarding the actions of Barbu and Dositei 

Brăiloiu, the Great Ban‟s sons, we also find data in Șerban Papacostea‟s work in which their 

involvement in the context of the annexation of the province of Oltenia to the Habsburgs is 

described. Another important work regarding this historical period is that of the historian Mircea-

Gheorghe Abrudan from Cluj, published in 2017. 

            Regarding the family foundations approached here in most part of the research, the most 

important ones were discussed by the authors of monographs as well as art historians, art also 



being a specific field through which the foundations of the Brăiloiu family made an important 

contribution to the Oltenia area. Thus, the Tismana monastery, one of the most famous and old 

monastic places in the country was presented in the studies of Dumitru Bălașa, the priest who 

wrote a monograph of the settlement together with professor Toma Hrisant in 1983. Also, 

Tismana was not absent from the concerns of the historian Alexandru Ștefulescu who made 

important contributions to its history. The art historian Victor Brătulescu offered us information 

about the involvement of the Brăiloiu family in the founding actions as well as the valuable 

painting of the monastery church which has also been the concern of the art historians Vasile 

Drăguț and I. D. Ștefănescu.  Baia de Aramă Monastery has been the preoccupation of older or 

newer researchers, too, mentioning the study of the art historian Radu Crețeanu which depicts the 

description of the iconographic program of the church and Corina Popa‟s work as well. About 

the Țânțăreni monastery, which is no longer in use today, we have kept some information from 

sources and following the archaeological research here in recent years as well. The same aspect 

of the lack of bibliography can be found in the case of the Jupânești Hermitage currently missing 

from the field, except for a study by Dragoș Petroșan, in which it is mentioned. The church from 

Vădeni, a valuable art monument, was also approached in various researches during its existence 

mentioning Alexandru Ștefulescu who wrote a monographic work in 1896, Nicolae Ghika-

Budești and especially prof. Andrei Popete-Pătrașcu who, in 2007, compiled a complete 

monograph on the church, approaching the artistic part as well as essential information about the 

Brăiloiu family and  the other works mentioned. The church in Vădeni was also in the 

preoccupations of the art historians Vasile Drăguț and Corina Popa. Regarding the authors of the 

mural painting of the Vădeni church as well as Tismana, a series of contributions in the field of 

art history research have acad. Marius Porumb and the art historian Cornel Tatai-Balta as 

authors. Continuing with the foundations of the next generations, the two churches built by 

Constantin Obedeanu and Stancăi Brăiloiu were the subject of numerous studies; a small notable 

shortcoming is the fact that both the church from Stănești and the church Obedeanu from 

Craiova had works with monographic character over a decade ago, in the case of the Stănești 

church by the historical scholar Alexandru Ștefulescu and seven centuries ago in the case of the 

Obedeanu church in Craiova the author being one of the servants. The church from Stănești was 

approached in a study by Vasile Marinoiu and Dumitru Hortopan in 1997,  Mihai-Sorin 

Rădulescu showing his concern on the votive painting in the Art Magazine S.C.I.A. Regarding 



the Obedeanu church which is one of the references places in the area, the bibliography is more 

extensive. It was visited by Nicolae Iorga and one of the descendants of the founders, Constantin 

V. Obedeanu, brings information about the building in the Archives of Oltenia, in the first 

quarter of the last century. Two reference works are also the studies of George Mil. Demetrescu 

and   the  priest C. Ionescu in  the Archives of Oltenia. The artistic value of the church was 

brought to light by the architect Alfred Vincenz and the historian Nicolae Stoicescu. Also, 

referring to the church of Saint Spiridon in Craiova, founded by Fota Vlădăianu and Safta 

Brăiloiu, it has also been part of the concerns of older or newer historians, culminating in a 

monograph published in 2008, written by the priest professor Alexandru Isvoranu , teachers 

Dinică Ciobotea and Ioachim Iulian Voica. The churches of Sfântul Gheorghe Vechi and 

Brândușa founded by Ion Brăiloiu, this paper clarifying some important aspects about his career, 

were approached separately in several lines and in general works in old or new times, mentioning  

the article by Ioan V. Câncea, the work of Nicolae Gh. Dinculescu and that of the group of 

authors, both about the churches in Craiova. A new study about the church of Sfântul Gheorghe 

is the one prepared for restoration, works that are currently being carried out by Sava Nicolaie in 

which the pictorial and architectural aspects are analyzed. Another place that we consider to have 

contributed to the research in this paper is the church from Negoiești - Dolj, to which researchers 

such as General Petre Vasiliu Năsturel and architect Virgil Drăghiceanu showed interest in their 

studies, both taken in the first quarter of the last century. Another basic foundation of Logofăt 

Corniță Brăiloiu and Zmaranda, with a valuable fresco is the one from Păișani – Gorj; it was the 

concern of professor Claudiu Stancu who dedicated it in 2015. Regarding the foundations of 

Constantin Brăiloiu the Great Clucer, the bibliography is not very rich, for example the Bodăești 

church is mentioned in the monographic study of the Melinești commune written by Florea I. 

Pârvu and in the work on churches by the authors prof. Alexandru - Toma Firescu and arhid. 

Ionuţ - Adrian Pătularu about the churches in Dolj, in which the foundation from Vârtopu is also 

approached. The Oota Church in Craiova was in the centre of preoccupations of the priest 

Dumitru Buzatu half a century ago as well as of the father and historian Dumitru Bălașa. An 

essential contribution to the research on the Lainici - Gorj Monastery was the study of the priest 

Nicolae C. Buzescu, which highlights archival information as well as elements of ecclesial art. 

Newer studies about this monastery can be found in Professor Mihail Diaconescu‟s. Regarding 

the general works of art history, in addition to the established ones, elaborated by art historians 



such as Vasile Drăguț or I.D. Ștefănescu, in recent years two reference works have appeared: that 

of  professor Vasile Florea and the monumental work coordinated by the academics Răzvan 

Theodorescu and Marius Porumb as well. 

          All these works mentioned above to which are added others represent general landmarks 

on the evolution of this boyar family and religious art in Wallachia which include references and 

insights into the treasure of spirituality and art of the buildings founded by the Brăiloiu family in 

Oltenia. 

          The analysis of the documentary material that we had at our disposal allows the 

formulation of conclusions in the three research directions initially established: genealogy, the 

study of political careers and art history. 

    From the point of view of genealogy, the paper formulated two new hypotheses, which, of 

course, must be investigated in the future. 

    First, the ancestry of the Great Ban Cornea can be confirmed as it was established by previous 

researchers of the matter. Regarding its initial land domain, however, it can be considered that 

the hypothesis that the Brăiloiu family owned the small estate in Jupâneşti before the best known 

in the literature from Vădeni and Drăgoeni can be considered as an important aspect. 

    Then, regarding the most important problem related to Cornea's descendants namely the 

establishment of the filiation of Stolnic Ion Brăiloiu, the author of the most prolific and well-

attested branch of the family from the 18th century to the present, some important clarifications 

could be made. His descent from Matthew, the son of Ban, cannot be supported by any document 

and was probably only evidence of fictitious genealogy, which appeared at the end of the 19th 

century. It is much more probable his descent from Cornea (II), the son of Ban, which is 

suggested by the continuity of the property of some estates initially owned by Cornea (II) and 

which end up in the possession of some sons of Stolnic Ion. On the other hand, the special 

relations that Ion Brăiloiu's descendants have with Stanca Obedeanu and Toma Brăiloiu, 

Dositei's descendants, may not be accidental.    

    The study of political careers also allowed some interesting observations. The family members 

have been active in the political life of Wallachia under three different regimes. For the first 

time, the Brăiloiu family reached high positions in politics during the reign of Voivode 

Constantin Brâncoveanu by Banul Cornea. The apogee of the career of Grand Ban Cornea 

Brăiloiu was therefore during the prolific reign of Brâncoveanu, and the fact that he remained 



until his death in 1705 the second man in Wallachia guarantees us both his exceptional 

diplomatic qualities and the trust that the ruler had in him being sent on the most important 

missions. Last but not least, the spiritual qualities of the Great Ban must be emphasized just like 

those of the ruler as well as his contribution to the development of Romanian art, being a „beauty 

lover‟.His sons who followed their father's foreign policy trying to oppose the Ottoman rule 

through their relationship with the Habsburg Empire served as imperial advisers during the 

imperial occupation of Oltenia. The pro-German political sentiments perpetuated even later 

among them until the time of Stolnicul Ion. I have only recorded this aspect as a fact but no value 

judgment can be made in this regard. This was just a vision of the family members at that time. 

Judging by the effects of Habsburg rule in Transylvania and Bukovina, it is up to each researcher 

to judge whether this option would have been viable for Oltenia.  

            Ion Brăiloiu and his successors evolved on the political scene during the Phanariot 

regime. For them we have certified the following career schemes: Ion Brăiloiu, Great Sluger 

(maximum three months) and Great Stolnic (maximum three months); Cornea (III): Vtori Comis, 

Vel Clucer za aria, Vel Sluger (maximum 8 months), Vel Paharnic(butler) (maximum two 

months), Vel Clucer (maximum three months), Vel Logofăt for the High Land (Ţara de Sus); 

Constantine (III): Pitar (maximum one year); Stolnic (maximum one year); Vel Clucer za arie; 

Dumitrache: Vel Serdar (maximum three months); Paharnic(butler); Vel Clucer; Chancellor. It is 

noticed that in the Phanariot Age Ion's branch generally followed a certain scheme in his career 

with the main stages of Vel clucer za aria - Vel Sluger - Vel Paharnic, and the peak of his career 

was generally seen as the entry into „protipendanda‟ ("the first five ”, boyars who form the Secret 

Council of the lord) with the rank of Grand Logophat. None of the members reached the rank of 

Mare Ban (the Great Ban) and did not follow a scheme including the offices of Vel Vornic, Vel 

Spătar or Vel Vistier. From the simple comparison between the duration that the latter spent in 

their positions and the stages of Ban Cornea's career, it appears obvious a fundamental change 

that had taken place during the Phanariot regime. In the 18th century, the Ottoman Gate 

constantly acted in order to weaken the traditional institutions, especially the great offices power 

and the Council. In the exercise of high positions there is a great mobility, the officials now 

change quickly in positions having practically no time to apply any particular plan.Several 

factors have of course contributed to this state of things. First of all, the rulers themselves led the 

Romanian Lands for short periods of time and each of these changes on the throne also 



determined changes of the high ruling positions, the new ruler imposing as officials his loyal 

people or their clientele. Then, the reform of Constantin Mavrocordat had linked the belonging to 

the boyar class to the exercise in a high position. But at the same time, the members of the boyar 

class from the previous era had kept their economic status as important landowners and from 

them there came a continuous pressure for their appointment and thus validation of membership 

in the new boyar classes established by the reform. And so, the number of great officials being 

limited, the ruler was forced to please as many people as possible frequently changing the 

incumbents. All this naturally led to the weakening of the role of ruling positions to the 

dissolution of institutions that somehow became formal. However, the great ruling posts became 

important for those who access them on the basis of other considerations. Their fulfillment even 

ephemeral or formal opened to the holders the opportunity to exercise in the continuation of 

these ruling high positions in the local administration, these being very profitable most of the 

times. Returning to the branch of Ion Brăiloiu, we see its members exercising the function of 

Ispravnic (leader) in the counties on the right of the Olt but never in Muntenia. It can be said that 

there is a connection between the land domain and the counties they led: none of them was ruler 

of Vâlcea, a county where the family did not own property, but only in the counties of Gorj, 

Dolj, Mehedinţi and Romanaţi. Another field in which Ion and his three sons continue their 

activity after leaving the their ruling posts was justice and they would all be part of the Craiova 

Court of Justice.  

            The data provided by these two branches (genealogy and prosopography) together with 

those obtained by the methods of two other auxiliary disciplines, Romanian Cyrillic epigraphy 

and text criticism, led to some interesting conclusions about the local history of the Orthodox 

Church. First, I have clarified in this paper one of the controversial issues of the history of 

churches in Craiova. For many years this consisted in reconciling the information transmitted in 

the list of churches in Craiova by Dionisie Fotino with the situation known from other sources. 

The text critique showed the inter-textuality between Fotino and the chronicle of Ban Mihai 

Cantacuzino, and the analysis of these primary sources showed that there is no discrepancy 

between the literary source and the situation on the ground.  

            Then, the study of the careers of the characters figured in the frescoes from Negoieşti and 

Păişani as well as of the inscriptions in the two churches allowed the establishment of the 

building stages of the two churches. It was thus established that the construction of the Păişani 



Church involved three stages. Likewise in the case of the Negoieşti Church three stages could be 

distinguished in its founding, the first belonging to Maria Brăiloiu, the other two to Cornea (III) 

in the case of the third, perhaps joining the brothers. 

            The founding activity of the Brăiloiu family follows the lines of the evolution of the 

spiritual life in the Romanian Lands. This has manifested itself in several directions: 

             The establishment and endowment of monasteries In the Age of Constantin 

Brâncoveanu, Cornea Brăiloiu appeared involved in the voivode's policy of supporting the 

cultural centres created around the monasteries and thus the Great Ban built Baia de Aramă 

monastery and directed his efforts in supporting and restoring Tismana and Ţânţăreni 

monasteries. His son Vlad, a monk going by the name of Vasile, founded the Jupâneşti hermitage 

in order to fulfill his vocation. At the beginning of the 19th century, Nicolae Brăiloiu participated 

together with other boyars from Gorj in founding the Lainici hermitage. 

             The establishment of myrrh churches or complex settlements Within this direction 

there are several categories: 

             a) Churches founded in the capital of Oltenia, Craiova, the centre of residence of the 

family: Obedeanu, Saint Spiridon, Saint Gheorghe Vechi, Saint Nicolae Brânduşa, Oota. Out of 

the 25 existing churches in Craiova in 1989, 20% had been founded by members of the Brăiloiu 

family. 

             b) Churches founded on the estates owned in the rural territory: Vădeni, Stăneşti, 

Negoieşti, Păişani, Bodăeşti, Vârtopu, Lânga, Găvăneşti, Sălcuţa, Bălăciţa. 

             c) Donations made to monasteries, myrrh churches or cultural establishments developed 

near churches. Here can be included the donations made to Tismana Monastery by Cornea Banul 

and his sons, the support of the Obedeanu settlement, the contribution made by Cornea (III) to 

the restoration of Bucovăţ Monastery and the donation made by Stolnicul Ion to the Holy Trinity 

Church as well as the small donations from  Bistrița monastery and Stânișoara Hermitage. 

            Regarding the subsequent relationship with the foundation, a certain pattern cannot be 

established. In some cases the descendants continue to be interested in supporting the place 

founded or endowed by the ancestors. This is the case of the sons of Ban Cornea, who continues 

to endow Tismana Monastery or his niece Stanca Obedeanu. It is not certain if the contribution 

brought by Constantin Brăiloiu in 1798 to the restoration of the monastery can be included here 

as he acted as ruler of Gorj county. The members of Cornea's (III) branch were constant 



supporters of the foundation of their relative Stanca Obedeanu. Dimitrie Geanoglu rebuilt a 

wooden church built of his father-in-law's father out of brick. In other cases, however, 

relationships are lost as in the case of Brânduşa Church. 

            This paper divided into three main parts also brought important contributions from the 

perspective of art history trying in the third chapter, dedicated to the founders of the Brăiloiu 

family, the presentation of churches in which the family left its mark forever according to time 

and resources owned. For each church we resorted to the analysis of frescoes and architecture so, 

I consider that, in some cases, this description was made for the first time bringing originality to 

the work. Based on the fresco analysis, we also clarified important genealogical aspects, 

emphasizing the interdisciplinary aspect of the work. 

        In addition to the important aspects related to genealogy and the history of art clarified in 

this paper, I consider that an original contribution of the research was also the highlighting of 

some of these ancient foundations, not only by the fact that they were presented for the first time 

as in the case of the churches of Negoiești, Lânga, Sălcuța or Bălăcița but also due to the fact that 

the involvement of the Brăiloiu family in their construction was an aspect unknown in history, 

which I tried to emphasize. Thus, famous churches such as Tismana, Vădeni, Baia de Aramă 

were in the concerns of historians together with their founders - among whom were the Grand 

Ban Cornea Brăiloiu and the next generation but the involvement of other later key figures of the 

family in the founding process was somehow neglected. I also remind you that this tradition has 

been preserved on the feminine side of the Brăiloiu family  but little has been brought to light. In 

this respect, we presented the churches Obedeanu, Stănești and Sfântul Spiridon founded with 

responsability and care of the spouses of the members of the Brăiloiu family, information about  

the involvement of the wives never  given and known, an essential aspect taken out of the 

shadows. The same emphasis of the present studied founder was made in the case of the 

churches of Sfântul Gheorghe Vechi (The old church of Saint George), Brândșa, Oota and 

Lainici. I can also say that I managed to discover very useful aspects about the church of Vârtopu 

and Sălcuța, unique information coming from the parish archives. It was not known at all that the 

Brăiloiu family contributed to the construction of the churches in Lânga, Bălăcița or Bodăești 

due to the fact that the churches were replaced over time, aspects discovered after the field 

research. Another unique discovery is the involvement of the family in supporting the 

monasteries of Bistrița, Stânișoara, Bucovăț, or the Holy Trinity church in Craiova. Speaking 



about the church of Negoiești, where I drew important lines of research and clarified valuable 

aspects, I emphasize that the name of the founder Cornea (III) Brăiloiu Mare Logofăt(the Great 

Logophat  was often confused with the name of his ancestor Cornea (I) Marele Ban(the Great 

Ban), erroneously taken information in the the official list of historical monuments, too, which 

need correction. It is not to be neglected that we also approached the activity as well as the works 

of some famous church painters who worked hard to beautify these valuable monuments.  

            The twenty houses that the family members founded or in the construction of which they 

participated celebrate a number of 16 patron saints;in six cases they are Great Feasts: The 

Dormition of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Tismana, Vădeni, Oota, Găvăneşti); The Annunciation 

(Obedeanu); the Holy Transfiguration (Bodăeşti); the Entry into a Church of Virgin Mary (Old 

Church from Lainici). Some of the other most popular patron saints are: the Celebration of the 

Holy Voivodes(Baia de Aramă, Stăneşti, Negoieşti and Sălcuţa) and the Holy Emperors 

Constantin and Elena (Obedeanu, Lânga, Păişani, Bălăciţa, Vârtopu). The other patron saints are: 

Saint Hierarch Nicolae (Saint Spiridon Church, Saint Nicolae Brânduşa Church); Saint George 

(Saint George the Old Church); Saint Gregory the Decapolite (Păişani); Pious Paraschiva 

(Church of St. Nicholas Brânduşa); Saint Spiridon (Saint Spiridon Church); Holy Great Martyr 

Pantelimon (Oota Church). In four cases it can be said that the patron saint was chosen after a 

patron saint of the founder whose name he bears: Saints Emperors Constantine and Helen 

(Obedeanu Church, founders Constantin and Stanca Obedeanu; Lânga Church, founder 

Constantin Brăiloiu); Saint John the Baptist (Saint George the Old Church, founder Ion 

Brăiloiu); Saint Cornelius the Centurion(Păişani, founder Cornea III Brăiloiu). 

   Thus, in my work, I presented the history of a Romanian family from Oltenia, which I saw 

defined by all the specific features of this origin, with the good and bad that we see around us 

today. I saw Radu Brăiloiu taking advantage of a woman's misfortune to increase his own 

fortune, already a very large one; on Dositei hiding from the death penalty behind the walls of 

the monastery (but also keeping the monastic robe when the danger had passed); Dumitrache in 

the judge's seat insulting those who had come before him to seek justice and "staining the face of 

the ruler of the country" he represented; he and his brother Constantin were "taken in custody" 

and investigated on charges of embezzlement, abuse or activities against public order; some of 

them taking interest from first-degree relatives; Costache rebelling against Bucharest in Cuza and 

setting fire to the Capital City Hall. But I saw them caught in the midst of political struggles 



resisting with the weapon of the imposition of the Phanariot; the same Costache and Dumitrache 

lobbying the central government for the support and modernization of Craiova's education and 

for free medical care and even contributing financially from their own funds for these objectives; 

We see family members managing schools for the poor, building monasteries and churches, 

contributing to the creation of modern Romanian education by participating in the preparation of 

the first school programs or laying the foundation of the social hospital "Philanthropy".  

   From the point of view of genealogy and prosopography research, the paper brings important 

clarifications establishing many elements mainly regarding the descent of the second generation 

of the Great Ban and the connections between this generation, that of his sons and family 

members that manifests itself in political life in the second half of the eighteenth century and in 

the first half of the next. 

             The main direction of research specific to the history of art that was dealt with naturally 

after establishing the main coordinates of the evolution of the history of the Brăiloiu family was 

that of the integral presentation of the frescoes in all monumental churches, especially in the two 

churches, Negoieşti and Păişani, founded by Cornea (III) at the beginning of the nineteenth 

century,both preserved today which helped us make an important contribution offering a series 

of new information. 

              Another noteworthy aspect is the fact that due to the actions of founding the holy places 

- in addition to contributing to the development of spirituality, culture and art in the region - the 

Oltenian boyars, in place of honour being the Brăiloiu family, expressed their identity through 

the foundation (Orthodoxy), even during the period when Oltenia was under Habsburg rule 

which led to the spiritual stability of these places, as we have seen, the imperialists respecting the 

faith and customs of the province without tarnishing them in any way. I also stressed the 

relevance for Wallachia of these buildings erected in Oltenia. Regarding the territory  proportion 

of the foundations, I have noticed that most of the time the churches were closely related to the 

estates that the Brăiloiu family had in the localities where they were built or to the spiritual 

connection with the place, as it is the case of Tismana Monastery, or the suggestion of the ruler 

having the example of the construction of the Baia de Aramă Monastery. Thus, seven of the 

foundations are in Gorj County, ten in Dolj County – out of which five in Bănie (Craiova), two 

churches in Mehedinți County and one in Olt County. It is noteworthy that in all these 

communities the Orthodox religion predominates. 



              The chosen subject of the paper left aside some of the family members who contributed 

according to their powers to the culture of the country in which they lived but did not actually 

got involved in works of founding cult buildings. That is why we should mention at least here 

Constantin N. Brăiloiu, the son of the founder of the Lainici hermitage whom Nicolae Iorga 

called "one of our first jurists worthy of this name", the eminent folklorist Constantin Brăiloiu 

whose name is the Institute of Ethnography and Folklore of the Romanian Academy and the 

historian Dan Berindei, member of the same Academy. 
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