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INTRODUCTION 

 

 1. Rationale for the topic 

 The topic of this paper was established in agreement with Father Mihai Himcinschi, 

the coordinator of the doctoral thesis, three years ago. The title of the paper, quite exhaustive 

and, one might say, not concrete enough, started from his desire to highlight a connection not 

yet addressed in the form of a work proper in the local Orthodox theological environment: 

mission and eschatology. It is true that many studies, articles, chapters, subchapters, 

paragraphs, and footnotes have been written on this subject, but so far there is no theological 

work that deals specifically with that connection. 

 The proposed topic and title were therefore accepted, but, as will be seen throughout 

the paper, it was decided not only to approach the concept of eschatological mission within 

the strict framework of Orthodoxy, but also to expand this area of interest. Christian 

denominations whose eschatological mission can often be called an apocalyptic mission. This 



decision came mainly against the backdrop of the Covid 19 pandemic, when the world once 

again had the opportunity to experience an apocalyptic thrill inside and an apocalyptic image 

outside, an image detached as if from American thriller, horror or science fiction movies: 

quarantine, illness, infection, people locked in houses, deserted streets, the daily danger of car 

and pedestrian traffic reduced to silence. Among other things, as will be seen throughout the 

work, the disease and the fear of it have been apocalyptic reasons for humanity since ancient 

times, and for the Christian Church, since late antiquity, among other such reasons to just as 

old and yet just as current: wars, famines, natural cataclysms, astral events, and so on. 

 Therefore, out of the desire to combine, within the systematic theological discipline 

Orthodox Missiology, in which the present paper falls, both the missionary factor and, 

especially, the interfaith factor, we opted for a more exhaustive and imprecise title of the 

paper: Eschatology and Christian mission in contemporary society. It is noted in the title that 

the work will not be limited to the orthodox eschatological missionary factor, but will also 

pass into the eschatological missionary field of other Christian denominations, while also 

addressing some more recent religious movements that would hardly they could still be 

categorized as Christians, but rather they could be considered either Jewish or pagan. 

However, due to the fact that they have focused on the eschatological doctrinal and 

missionary factor, which will often become a truly apocalyptic one, those religious groups 

deserve their place in this work. And, from a temporal point of view, the idea of contemporary 

society will not only limit the third millennium, the 21st century, but will also address the 

situation of the twentieth century in the second millennium, because many of these 

eschatological religious currents arose during century, in different parts of the world, and later 

to spread more or less around the world. The nineteenth century will not be completely 

excluded from our research either, since during it the most well-known contemporary 

eschatological denominations arose: Mormons, Seventh-day Adventists, and Jehovah's 

Witnesses. Obviously, from a topographical point of view, attention will be focused on the 

work, both in the case of the three denominations mentioned above, but not only on America, 

the place of origin of most religious movements, in general, and eschatological ones, in 

particular. 

 2. Purpose of the paper 

 The general purpose of the paper is to show us how to relate to the true 

eschatological side of the Christian mission in contemporary society, and which 

eschatological missionary extremism to avoid the true Christian, and if it is addressed. of such 

missionaries, to know how to respond to them theologically in an appropriate manner. 



 Of course, the general purpose of the work can be configured on several individual 

levels, but all of them eventually form the whole mentioned above. Thus, the work aims to 

show how the Church fulfills its eschatological mission to the world, both during the 

celebration of the Holy Mass and outside it, in that Post-Liturgy that Father Ion Bria 

mentioned. Then, some historical landmarks of an eschatological and apocalyptic nature that 

the Christian world has gone through over its approximately two millennia of existence will 

be inventoried, to prove that contemporary eschatological and apocalyptic landmarks are 

often not new. but something brought up, updated: the same background, but in a new form. 

For example: If at the end of the Middle Ages the invention of the cannon led to a greater 

share of casualties in wars, at the beginning of the last century the military technique used in 

the First World War did much more in this regard, following the end of the Second World 

War. World War II to bring the world the threat of a nuclear bomb. The fear of destruction, as 

an apocalyptic factor, has therefore remained the same, only increasing proportionally over 

time. The same can be said for pandemics: the Black Plague in the Middle Ages, the Spanish 

Flu in the last century, Covid 19 today. And the examples could go on. 

 Turning now to the interfaith perimeter of the paper, the most consistent, in fact, 

will be to show that contemporary religious denominations and movements, which are based 

in their doctrine and mission on the eschatological element, often bring it into an apocalyptic 

state. In other words, from an optimistic and genuinely Christian eschatology, these 

denominations and religious movements fall into a pessimistic apocalyptic and which, in its 

composition, presents pagan mythological influences rather than biblical and patristic 

Christian arguments. The main apocalyptic elements that mark the mission of these religious 

groups in contemporary society will be shown, as well as the metamorphoses, more or less 

essential, that these main apocalyptic elements had within those denominations and religious 

movements over time. 

 3. Documentary basis 

 The present paper, given its varied confessional theme, brings together sources from 

different denominational Christian backgrounds and, in some cases, even from outside the 

Christian area. The elements of systematic theology, historical theology and biblical theology 

are those that prevail in the paper, in all three chapters of it, being followed, later, by the 

elements of practical theology, the latter especially in the first chapter of the paper. 

 Below will be listed the locations from which the sources of the paper were selected, 

omitting the virtual locations from which they were purchased, either in pdf or read only 



version, most sources in English and French, books, studies and articles mentioned in the 

bibliography attached at the end of this paper. The locations are: 

1. Personal library; 

2. Library of the Faculty of Orthodox Theology from Alba Iulia; 

3. Library of the Faculty of Orthodox Theology from Cluj-Napoca; 

4. Library of the Faculty of Orthodox Theology from Arad; 

5. Library of the Faculty of Orthodox Theology from Iaşi; 

6. „Octavia Goga” County Library from Cluj-Napoca; 

7. „Mihai Eminescu” Central University Library from Iaşi; 

8. „Tudor Arghezi” Library of the Western University of Arad; 

9. University of Oradea Library; 

10. Evangelical Theological Seminary Library in Osijek, Croatia. 

 4. Research stage 

 Among the most representative sources used in the writing of the paper, will be 

listed, in taxonomic terms, first those that come from the local theological environment, then 

those that come from theological environments abroad, but which have been translated into 

Romanian, following that at the end to be listed also those exclusively in a foreign language. 

Given the fact that there is an author with several relevant papers used in writing this thesis, it 

will be specified first the author, his position, the title of the paper or papers, then the reason 

for their relevance in writing this doctoral thesis. 

 - Father Ion Bria (1929-2002), professor of theology and specialist in ecumenical 

studies, with the works: Liturgy after Liturgy. Apostolic mission and Christian witness today 

(Bucharest, Edit. Athena, 1996) and Dictionary of Orthodox Theology. A-Z (2nd ed., 

Bucharest, Edit. Of the Biblical and Mission Institute of the Romanian Orthodox Church, 

1994). Father Bria's concept of Liturgy after Liturgy, a concept later taken up by other 

Romanian missionaries, remains a basic landmark of the Church's eschatological mission to 

the world, both during and after the Holy Mass. 

 - Father David Pestroiu, professor of missiology at the Faculty of Orthodox 

Theology in Bucharest, with the works: Liturgy and Mission (Alba Iulia, Edit. Reîntregirea, 

2012), - relevant paper for the first chapter of the thesis -; Jehovah's Witnesses. Are they 

Christians? (2nd ed., Alba Iulia, Reunification, 2012) and Orthodoxy in the face of the 

proselytism of Jehovah's Witnesses (2nd ed., Alba Iulia, Reunification, 2013), the subchapter 

dealing with Jehovah's Witnesses. 



 - Father Radu Petre Mureşan, professor of missiology at the Faculty of Orthodox 

Theology in Bucharest, with the paper: The Attitude of the Traditional European Churches 

towards Advent proselytism. Impact on Contemporary Society (2nd Ed., Alexandria, 

Orthodox Book, 2012), which has been used as a source not so much in addressing the three 

major American eschatological denominations: Mormons, Seventh-day Adventists, and 

Jehovah's Witnesses. , as in the drawing of the eschatological and apocalyptic ambiance that 

characterized and still characterizes the United States of America. 

 - Walter Ralston Martin (1928-1989), American Baptist theologian, known in the 

Romanian theological environment especially for his work: The Kingdom of Heretical Cults 

(3rd Edition, Oradea, Christian Book Publishing, 2012), which was used in the approach of 

Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses. 

 - Jacques Le Goff (1924-2014) and Jean-Claude Schmit, French medieval 

historians, with the work: Thematic Dictionary of the Western Middle Ages (Iaşi, Edit. 

Polirom, 2002), from which were extracted very valuable information about how In the 

Middle Ages, the Western Church managed, with more or less efficiency, the eschatological 

and apocalyptic motives, both in the pastoral care of the followers and in the mission towards 

them and towards those outside it. 

 - Damian Thompson, English journalist, editor and author of the Roman Catholic 

denomination. His work entitled: The End of the World. Fears and hopes for the change of the 

millennium (Bucharest, Aldo Press, 1999), is one of the most important sources researched in 

order to write this paper, the author addressing the topic of the end of the world from antiquity 

to the end of the century and last millennium. 

 - John R. Hall, American author, supports Thompson with the work entitled: 

Revelation. From Antiquity to the Empire of Modernity (Cluj-Napoca, CA Publishing, 2010). 

 - Malcolm Bull, professor of art and history of ideas at Oxford University in Great 

Britain, is the editor of the book: Theory of the Apocalypse and the end of the world 

(Bucharest, Meridiane, 1999), a volume from which several very relevant studies were used 

for the apocalyptic pulse of the last century. 

 - Hans Schwarz, American professor of Lutheran theology, with the work: 

Eschatology (Grand Rapids, Michigan, William. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2000), 

captures, among other things, the degree of eschatological indifference of contemporary man, 

too concerned of her life so that she can reflect on her future life. 

 - Avihu Zakai, Jewish professor of history at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

His study entitled "Reformation, History and Eschatology in English Protestantism" in 



History and Theory, Vol. 26, No. 3 (Oct. 1987), pp. 300-318, has been helpful in 

understanding the eschatological interpretation of history in sixteenth-century England, as 

well as to realize that this way of interpreting history was taken over by American 

eschatological denominations. 

 - Ronald L. Lawson, an Australian professor and theologian, has a series of very 

interesting studies on Seventh-day Adventism and the Branch of Davidians, quoted in this 

paper: “Brodering the Boundaries of Church-Sect Theory: Insights from the Evolution of the 

Nonschismatic Mission Churches of Seventh-Day Adventism ”, in Journal for the Scientific 

Study of Religion, Vol. 37, No. 4 (Dec., 1998), pp. 652-672; “Church and State at Home and 

Abroad: The Evolution of Seventh-Day Adventist Relations with Governments,” in Journal of 

the American Academy of Religion, Vol. 64, No. 2 (Summer, 1996), pp. 279-311; “Seventh-

Day Adventist Response to Branch Davidian Notoriety: Patterns of Diversity within a Sect 

Reducing Tension with Society,” in Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 34, No. 

3 (Sep., 1995), pp. 323- 341. 

 5. Research methodology 

 Given the diversity of sources already mentioned up to this point, but also the 

diversity to the eschatological missionary examples that will be mentioned during the paper, it 

is normal that the research methodology used in writing the paper should be interdisciplinary 

and diversified. Thus, among the research methods used, the following will be mentioned: 

 - The historical method, ie the research of the evolution of eschatology and 

apocalypse in Christianity, from antiquity to the contemporary era. 

 - The theological method, by highlighting the theological views on eschatology and 

the apocalypse, opinions from several Christian denominations and even from interfaith 

circles. 

 - The analytical method, through which the theological opinions mentioned above 

will be analyzed and commented, highlighting both their strengths and weaknesses, both what 

is right and what is wrong in their statements. 

 - The practical method, which will highlight, in a practical way, easier and more 

perceptible, certain theoretical and doctrinal aspects. At the same time, this method will 

always highlight the adequate and effective eschatological missionary conduct that the 

Christian must have toward the whole world. 

 

 

 



 6. Limits of research 

 Since it is about eschatology, that is, about a subject of teaching of the Christian 

faith in general, and the Orthodox in particular, which has not yet been fully consumed, which 

is still in its infancy, and may not be approaches and with new points of view on those already 

issued in its drafting. After all, new denominations, new prophets, and new prophecies may 

appear at any time to misinterpret the end of this world farther or nearer in time, based on as 

many different sources of argument as possible, sources that are either misinterpreted. , or are 

false in their content. Despite all these challenges, the Christian Church will have to fight in 

the future, so this research can never be considered to have come to an end. Rather, it can be 

considered a starting point that can always be supplemented with new information on the 

research topic. Or, viewed from another perspective, it can be considered a point of 

eschatological reflection of the present, both in terms of the past and, especially, in terms of 

the future. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

 

At the end of the incursion into the first chapter of this paper, some conclusions can be 

drawn focusing on the eschatological missionary aspects of the Church towards the world, 

aspects that date from the first days of Christianity, and which obviously contextualized with 

the secular society in which The Church has been active and active for almost two millennia. 

The Church carries out an internal eschatological mission to the world through the 

Holy Liturgy. This form of the Church's eschatological mission to the world is even the 

deepest, it is the experience of that eschatological "already" of the Kingdom of Heaven since 

this life. It is called an internal eschatological mission because it takes place within the 

Christian cult. Perhaps this is why it is even more free from the risks and challenges of the 

secularized world, even if it is sometimes ridiculous. Through all the services of the Church, 

the believer can develop an eschatological consciousness of his life, a life that he can later live 

under the beneficial influence of this consciousness. But, through the Holy Liturgy, he is no 

longer only aware of the reality of the eschatology, but he lives this reality in a foreshadowing 

form since this life. It is an eschatological privilege that cannot be enjoyed if it were a 

member of the neo-Protestant cults that speak only of a futuristic eschatology, and that offered 

only to "chosen ones." The Holy Mass brings the eschaton in the midst of all, or in other 

words, raises all in the eschaton, every time it is performed, so the eschaton is here and now in 



an incipient form, and is for all, not just the "chosen." . It is up to everyone to share in the 

beauties and joys of this inaugural eschatology. 

The Church also carries out an external eschatological mission to the world through 

that Liturgy after Liturgy. It is true that this external side of the Church's eschatological 

mission to the world does not have the consistency and depth of the former, but this does not 

detract from its importance at all. In this case, it is no longer a question of tasting the eshaton 

here and now, but of a preparation, of a guide to the eshaton of the world through its 

collaboration with the Church. The liturgy, as an act of Christian worship performed on 

Sundays and holidays or even more often, thus becomes a Permanent Liturgy of the Church to 

the world. Now the Church, clergy and laity, is beginning to share more and more with the 

dignities of the Savior: prophetic, hierarchical, and royal. This form of the Church's 

eschatological mission to the world thus appears as an imperative complement to the first. The 

gift of eschatological foreshadowing during the Holy Mass must be borne out of it, otherwise 

it would be in vain. At the same time, he must beware of the perversions and distortions to 

which he risks being subjected, on the one hand, by the increasingly secularized and 

religiously and spiritually indifferent contemporary society, and, on the other hand, by new 

religious movements, whether or not they claim to be Christian in nature. 

Eschatology has received a whole host of interpretations over time and in various 

places, often highlighting its strictly apocalyptic dimension. It is no wonder that 

contemporary, extra-ecclesiastical man, if he often regards the Holy Eucharist with 

indifference or as a banal superstition, instead, when it comes to the idea of what will be after 

this life and this world, he may either be indifferent or hostile to this concept, which irritates 

his preference for "here" and "now." 

The two-thousand-year history of the Christian Church has often been so marked by 

the tension of one Date-based apocalypse, as well as the tension of an event-based 

apocalypse. If in late antiquity the apocalyptic tensions of Christians were tempered, 

millennialism was even condemned at the Second Ecumenical Council of Constantinople in 

381, and the relationship between the Kingdom of God and the worldly kingdoms was drawn 

by Blessed Augustine in his work De Civitate Dei (About the City of God), in the Middle 

Ages, disregarding the apocryphal apocalyptic literature that circulated in the Byzantine 

Empire, it is observed that the Western European world faced the idea of the end of the world 

in the year 1000, to a lesser extent, as Date-based apocalypse, and to a greater extent in the 

fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth centuries, as an event-based apocalypse. Until the advent 

of eschatological neo-Protestant cults, such as Mormons, Seventh-day Adventists, or 



Jehovah's Witnesses in nineteenth-century America, the theme of the end of the world did not 

resonate with the same intensity in the Christian world. - would refer, it being limited only to 

certain more temperate eschatological interpretations of the dates and events that Christianity 

has witnessed. The apocalyptic madness of the year 2000 and that of 2012 will, unfortunately, 

be for the Church new moments and new reasons for the impetus of the Church's 

eschatological mission in the world, which must now deal both theoretically with these 

apocalyptic outbursts, as well as, from a practical point of view, to continue their duty to lead 

the world to the true eschatology, that is, to eternal life and to the kingdom of God. 

At the end of the foray into chapters two and three of this paper, their conclusions can 

be structured on at least five eschatological doctrinal and missionary elements, the first four of 

which are absolutely necessary for both an apocalyptic cult in the true sense of the word, 

whether he has a greater antiquity, as well as a greater geographical and quantitative spread, 

as well as a simple and solitary apocalyptic prophet, who did not gather around him his 

followers and fans in an effective confessional or denominational manner. The last element 

considered, although not initially in the "plan", inevitably and involuntarily appears when the 

previous four elements prove to be erroneous, in the form of a "special situation", or in other 

words, in the form of a absolutely necessary remedies for the continuity of an apocalyptic 

concept or group in time and space. Therefore, the five eschatological elements are the 

following: 

1. Dating, which answers the question: When ?, is, in fact, the most important element 

of all five. It has been observed that it may be more general, such as a century, a decade, a 

year, or in some cases even more accurate, such as an express calendar date, or even very 

accurate at the time. which also adds the hour and the minute to that date. Without dating, 

there can be, in these more or less religious, more or less Christian currents, which were 

discussed in the paper, absolutely no doctrinal and eschatological missionary approach. 

2. The location, which answers the question: Where ?, is, from those presented so far, 

the most dispensable eschatological element of the five, in the sense that not all apocalyptic 

cults or apocalyptic prophets resort to a more or less accurate geographical location, such as a 

continent, a country, a city, or a building , a location from which to begin and in which, most 

likely, to end the events related to the last days of this world: Parousia, the Millennium, 

Armageddon, the Last Judgment, etc. It should be noted, however, that just as the dating of 

the apocalypse has scriptural or other religious foundations, so the location, if any, also serves 

the same foundations and the same scriptural or other religious landmarks. Specifically, to 

give just one case, considering Israel in this regard, the chances are most likely that the 



apocalypse will start in Jerusalem, rather than in an obscure Israeli village and very little 

known even by the Jews. less known to the rest of the world. 

3. The manner and order in which the apocalyptic events unfold, which is responsible 

question: How ?, being the most complex and, at the same time, the most nebulous element of 

the five. It has been pointed out that many religious movements of an apocalyptic nature and 

many apocalyptic prophets cannot agree on the date or location, much less the order and 

manner in which they are performed. of apocalyptic events. Thus, some place more emphasis 

on a gloomy apocalypse, in which the Antichrist, the Beast 666, the Lying Prophet, the Great 

Whore, the Dragon, and Satan are the main actors, while others focus on a luminous 

apocalypse in which the millennium, Parousia to Christ, the establishment of the divine 

kingdom on earth, a new world, perfect, eternal and flawless, will take the place of this world. 

Between these two categories are those who combine the negative elements of the first with 

the positive elements of the second. The result: an apocalyptic mix that often contradicts what 

is canonically revealed in the pages of Holy Scripture in connection with this last event. 

4. The characters who will be involved in these last events of the world, which 

answers the question: Who will be saved and who will be condemned forever at that moment 

?, and here it must be specified that, without questioning the apocalyptic actors already 

mentioned in the pages of Holy Scripture, the concept focuses on those of the people who will 

be saved (God's chosen people, or the 144,000 elect) and those who will be eternally 

condemned after the apocalypse. For members of an apocalyptic cult, those who are saved are 

generally exclusively those members, while those who are condemned are generally all those 

who did not adhere to that cult. However, going beyond any apocatastatic concept, it has been 

demonstrated in this paper that there are also apocalyptic ideas that the end of the world will 

mean a total end, without winners or losers. These ideas come either from extra-Christian but 

still religious backgrounds, or from environments where the apocalypse is completely 

detached from the religious element, it being interpreted, like the making of the world, as a 

strictly scientific event. 

5. Postponement, cancellation, reinterpretation, reprogramming, etc., the last of the 

five elements, the most undesirable and, at the same time, the most truthful, at least so far, in 

terms of apocalyptic cults and apocalyptic prophets. This last element no longer answers a 

question, as do the previous four elements, but it launches the following apocalyptic 

probability: If the end of the world did not come at the prophesied date, then it may come at 

another later prophesied date. Hence a vicious eschatological and apocalyptic circle, but 

which is absolutely necessary for the doctrinal and missionary survival of the respective cult 



or apocalyptic prophet, who were wrong about the dating, location, mode and beneficiaries of 

the end of the world. In fact, we can talk about a whole host of such vicious circles today. It 

has been clearly observed that at present there are both a lot of such vicious circles and, most 

likely, a lot of other such vicious circles in formation, if the end of the world does not. will 

come to the proposed dates after the year in which the world is now. It remains to be seen, 

either by contemporaries or by their descendants, how many such vicious circles will be in the 

world in the years to come, in the decades to come, or even in the centuries to come. 

In view of all the above, it is now necessary to issue a reverse of the eschatological 

medal of the Christian Church for which, unlike the cults, prophecies and eschatological 

concepts set forth in this paper, the theme of the end of the world is not a doctrinal ontological 

element. special missionary, more special than all the others, even if, in spite of this fact, 

eschatology is nevertheless the existential crown of any true Christian, but a crown from 

which he will not benefit during this life, but only in the next his whole worldly existential 

approach will receive the final answer from the Right Judge. Summarizing this eschatological 

reversal of the medal only in the Orthodox environment, the Orthodox Church, although it 

cannot stop the emergence and spread of such concepts, both inside and outside it, it still has a 

moral and missionary duty to provide an answer. appropriate to all these eschatological 

challenges. It must reassure those for whom the fear of the apocalypse is an existential factor, 

vital but negative, but also temper those for whom the establishment of the millennium or the 

Kingdom of Heaven is also a vital existential factor in the sense positive of their 

eschatological conception. Therefore, from the perspective and from the correct 

eschatological missionary practice of the Christian Church towards the world, the following 

two realities must emerge: on the one hand, no fear due to the fateful apocalyptic data and, so 

far, erroneous, issued by various prophets or by various cult leaders, but not the creation of a 

goal or a reason for total eschatological relaxation in the whole spiritual life of the 

contemporary Christian, the latter thus risking forgetting that the eschatology is, in fact, 

something to be lived and prepared from this life, so it is not just something strictly related to 

the future. 

That eschatological "tension" between already and not yet has to be transformed, by 

each Christian, in his own way, into a way of life whose seeds are planted now and whose 

fruits are beginning to ripen here and now, but which they will be definitively ripe and which 

the true Christian will be able to enjoy in the true sense of the word only there and then, in the 

Kingdom of Heaven. All these phenomena and all these contemporary eschatological and 

apocalyptic movements illustrated during this research have either knowingly or knowingly 



and unconsciously omitted the last words that Christ addressed to His Holy Apostles before 

His Ascension to I ask, "And when they (the apostles) were gathered together, they asked 

him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? He said to them, 

"It is not for you to know the years or the seasons which the Father has put in his possession" 

(Acts 1: 6-7). Therefore, it is not for people to date or locate the apocalypse, but it is for 

people to take care of the soul always, day by day, as if the Parousia of Christ and the 

apocalypse were in the day, in the hour, in the minute. or in the next second. 
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