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    Abstract 

 

 

The PhD thesis entitled "The Catechetical Mission of the Church for Young People between 

Tradition and Present. History and Pastoral Models" falls within the field of research specific to 

Practical Theology, more precisely within the discipline of Catechetics. 

Young people are always in search of stability, ideal and the meaning of life, which is a 

search for authentic life with Christ. Young people are important because the Saviour, through His 

own experience as a young person and through interaction with young people during His public 

activity, sanctified youth. Therefore, the Church, continuing this concern, desires to listen to, un-

derstand and accompany young people on their life journey. In the current context in which they 

live, in their search, they are faced with certain challenges in which authentic values are relativised 

and replaced by individualism, consumerism, indifferentism, religious relativism and syncretism, 

hedonism, debauchery, prostitution, pornography, the advance of technology. But on the other 

hand, they thirst for justice, truth, beauty, social commitment, solidarity and love. In these circum-

stances, catechetical activity can help young people to face today's challenges and become a stim-

ulus for finding meaning. Catechesis helps young people to have a Christian vision of the world 

and of their own lives, to develop a moral conscience and to assume social and civic responsibili-

ties. Also, by participating in catechesis, they have the opportunity to discover their vocation and 

to put their lives and talents at the service of God and their fellow human beings. Thus, young 

people have the opportunity to cultivate their personal relationship with God, to pray and become 

nourished by the Eucharist and to experience the Liturgy in their souls. Last but not least, catechesis 

helps young people to be witnesses of the Gospel and to pass on the message of Christ through 

their lives and deeds. 

Hence, our approach aims to address two fundamental issues. On the one hand, to focus on 

the need for catechesis and the importance of making Orthodox teaching accessible to young peo-

ple, given the current context of the many challenges in which they live, wishing to contribute to 

their moral-religious formation, since catechetical activity is one of the most important means of 
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pastoral ministry. In other words, we wanted to present some of the catechetical strategies dedicated 

to young people carried out by some parishes of the Romanian Patriarchate. 

General aims and objectives 

The aim of the research was to find out what young people expect from the Church institu-

tion, what they expect from the clergy and to identify the methods that can attract them towards 

the awareness of a real Christian behaviour. 

In order to achieve our approach, we used the following objectives: 

1. to define the catechetical act, based on scriptural arguments from the New Testa-

ment as well as from the patristic period. 

2. to describe the main catechetical programs dedicated to children and young people 

in the Romanian Patriarchate. 

3. to identify how young people relate to religious life. 

4. to present concrete examples of missionary-pastoral activity aimed at young people. 

5. to identify possible classical and modern methods of catechesis leading to the "en-

richment" of young people. 

Research stage 

The interest in catechizing the younger generation has raised the concern of a large number 

of authors. Since the dawn of Christianity, the Holy Fathers have paid particular attention to this 

subject. We have therefore presented the topicality of the pedagogical ideas drawn from the works 

of the Holy Fathers (Clement Alexandrinus, St. Basil the Great, St. John Chrysostom, Blessed 

Augustine, Blessed Jerome), because we believe that today's catechetical approach cannot ignore 

the abundance of information and especially the formative resources that the patristic sources offer 

to priests and teachers of religion. At the same time, in our country, authors such as Pr. Prof. Dr. 

Vasile Gordon, Pr. Conf. Univ. Dr. Eugen Jurca, Monica and Dorin Corneliu Opriș, Univ. Prof. 

Dr. Constantin Cucoș, etc., who, like the Holy Fathers, show us that, in terms of education, secular 

culture is a necessary source for the catechetical approach. 

If we were to refer to the topicality and novelty of the subject, we could say that the subject 

of catechizing the younger generation is always relevant. And as we know, it has always attracted 

the attention of the Church. We believe that the novelty of this work lies in the empirical research 

that has enabled us to find informative data on how young people relate to the Church and the 

expectations they have of clerics or other people trained for the cultic ministry. At the same time, 
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we also addressed the role of the influence of catechesis in defining religious identity, following 

their participation in catechesis programmes in two university centres (Cluj and Timisoara).  

Research methodology 

The work methodology for approaching the research topic consisted in researching the bib-

liography, source-literature, fundamental studies and articles related to the catechesis of the young 

generation. As research tools we used interview, observation, questionnaire, analysis of audio-

video documentation, analysis of the websites of the catechetical groups studied and case study. 

The structure of the paper is divided into three main parts. The three parts comprise XIII 

chapters. In the first part, we focused on the theoretical foundation, in the second, our attention was 

channelled to the empirical research, and the third part (chapter XIII) consisted of a compendium 

that includes the presentation of the traditional and modern means of catechesis that we identified 

as being used both in the groups studied and in the desires of the young people expressed in the 

empirical research. We believe that this presentation is effective in terms of exemplifying the pas-

toral methods and strategies, because each parish must assume new catechetical styles and strate-

gies, must be flexible and offer young people space for learning and sharing life, through celebra-

tions, songs, real testimonies and community experiences with God. 

The theoretical part comprises eight chapters. The first two chapters have an introductory 

role. Chapter III contains a description of the education of young people in the light of the Holy 

Scripture. Chapter IV focuses on the most important catechetical works in the history of the 

Church. Chapter V was dedicated to the confessor Father Gheorghe Calciu. Chapter VI covered 

the theoretical approach to the stages of human development. In Chapter VII we analysed the main 

catechetical-formative influences that the educational factors School-Family-Church have on the 

moral identity of young people. At the end of this part (Chapter VIII) we listed the main problems 

young people are facing.  

The empirical research covers chapters IX-XII. In this part we presented the premises of 

the research and the approaches of the study. The aim of this section was to obtain quantitative and 

qualitative data about the religious life of young people in Timis county, to evaluate the expecta-

tions they have from the Church as an institution and from the clergy or other religious leaders 

(chapter IX). Also, in this part we analysed the influence of catechetical groups on the moral-reli-

gious development of young people (chapters XI and XII). We have also analysed the main cate-

chetical programmes in the Romanian Orthodox Church in Chapter X. 
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Research limitations 

This research is by no means exhaustive. It has its limitations, either determined by the time 

available to complete the research or by the impossibility of accessing certain works or studies. At 

the same time, not all of the people I approached for this research were open to an open and con-

structive dialogue. We would have liked the number of people who completed the questionnaire to 

be much higher than the number presented in this paper. 

In the past, catechesis aimed at preparing the faithful to receive the initiation sacraments, 

educating them in the faith and forming them spiritually to attain the ultimate meaning of life - 

Salvation. Today, through catechesis, the Church passes on the teachings contained in Sacred 

Scripture and Sacred Tradition and helps the faithful to understand the history of the salvation of 

the world and to pass on the faith to others. In this way, catechesis focuses on forming a mature 

faith and confirming the dynamic aspect of Sacred Tradition, thus fulfilling the mission of the 

Church to remain in touch with the apostolic teachings and to pass on the wisdom and truth of the 

faith. 

As we live in a world of religious illiteracy, to which young people are most exposed, there 

is a need for a catechetical revival among them. This is how we can bring the words of Scripture 

and of the Holy Fathers into their lives, leading them to perfection, because the biblical and patristic 

principles of education are still relevant today and will remain so until the end of time. Therefore, 

we must be especially concerned with their churching. This can be done by answering their ques-

tions, but also by inviting them to catechetical meetings, which are enriched by both theological 

and secular references. 

In this endeavour, in addition to knowing the principles of scriptural and patristic education, 

we cannot deny the educational offer of secular culture, since the Holy Fathers did not deny ancient 

culture and philosophy, but urged young people to make use of it selectively, with the aim of fully 

understanding the Gospel. Therefore, let us make use of all the methods of lay pedagogy to cate-

chize and proclaim the Gospel. 

Examples of the transfiguration between lay culture and theological culture can be found in 

the works of today's Christian pedagogues and apologists (for example, Prof. Vasile Gordon, Prof. 

Constantin Necula, the Opriș family: Prof. Monica Opriș, Prof. Dorin Corneliu Opriș, Mother Si-

luana Vlad, Prof. Constantin Cucoș). 
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The Church continued to support catechetical activity after the disappearance of the cate-

chumenate. This activity was first manifested through catechetical schools, then through monas-

teries, then in parish schools and universities. Thus the Church understood the importance of cul-

ture and used it to promote the faith. From the beginning, instead of rejecting pagan schools com-

pletely, the Church chose to replace them with its own Christian schools, maintaining secular edu-

cation but emphasising Christian values and principles. In doing so, the Church has become the 

saviour and protector of ancient Greco-Roman literature. This made the Church the promoter of 

culture, and what we know today as modern culture is based on classical culture. 

In our country, catechetical activity, although reduced, continued during the sad communist 

period, through the care of some confessing priests, such as Father Gheorghe Calciu. It is an ex-

hortation to show young people that there is something and Someone above the material world and 

contemporary ideologies. Catechesis must counteract the propaganda and limiting concepts of so-

ciety, such as consumerism, the technicalisation of life and political correctness. It must offer an 

alternative and point to the true love and freedom offered by Christ through the Church. Thus 

catechesis must fulfil the function of guiding young people towards the authentic meaning and 

purpose of life, above matter and the secularised tendencies of times. 

Today, there is an attempt to revive catechumenate by organising catechetical programmes 

dedicated to young people. The Romanian Orthodox Church has understood the risks to which 

young people are exposed and has proposed catechetical programmes "Christ shared with children" 

and "Choose school!", "ITO meetings", through which it has endeavoured to offer another alterna-

tive for spending leisure time and making up for the lack of affection from the family, fighting 

against school drop-out and encouraging children and young people to discover their gifts and to 

cultivate them in their own lives and those of their peers. These catechetical programmes are not a 

substitute for religious education but are complementary. 

It is necessary to understand that without the rebirth of the catechumenate we cannot have 

a fruitful catechetical activity. 

"The revival of catechumenate as the basis and foundation of all Christian education 

in our time is unimaginable without resorting to the experience of the first centuries of Church 

history. The experience of the Holy Fathers must serve as an important point of reference for 

every catechist. I would reinforce this: today, what would be useful is not just a mechanical 

restoration, but a creative reinterpretation of the patristic tradition, but not to follow it in the 

spirit of the letter, like a slave, but in the spirit of the filial communion of the catechumenal 

practice of the early Church. A thorough study of the tradition will free us from the temptation 
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to absolutize the practice of the Church at a particular historical moment and will also enable 

us to acquire a sufficiently broad historical perspective."1. 

Thus, the focus of the catechetical approach should be on engaging young people to be 

active participants in the Holy Mass. To be actively involved means to take part in all the moments 

either by singing in the choir or by helping the priest in the altar, but most importantly by sharing 

as much as possible. Catechesis should start at Mass and return to Mass. This is what the catechesis 

of the early centuries shows us. 

For a successful catechetical program, it is important to see Lent as a period of preparation 

for Baptism, as it was before. That is why we believe that it is necessary to carry out catechetical 

activities dedicated to young people at least during Lent. It is advisable that at least during this time 

they carry out catechetical activities. 

Of course, the catechetical itinerary must start from the knowledge of the age peculiarities 

of young people and the cultural environment in which they live. Understanding the developmental 

stages of young people helps us to understand what to expect in terms of moments of crisis, thus 

facilitating more effective and personalised education and attention. 

We should also add the foundation of catechetical centres that are equipped with modern 

library and communication facilities: PC, TV, video projector, etc. 

With regard to our research topic, following the analysis of the catechetical groups and the 

questionnaire, we should mention that the participation of young people in catechetical activities 

helps them to better understand the faith and religious traditions of Orthodoxy. Hence, they can get 

to the heart of things and learn more about Christian theology, the history of the Church, the sac-

raments and other important aspects of our faith. Young people can also develop positive values 

and behaviours to guide them in their daily lives.  

Catechesis helps young people discover and understand their religious identity. Through 

the study and exploration of faith, young people can find answers to deep questions about the 

meaning of life, their purpose and place in the world, i.e. their own religious identity. They find an 

environment in which they can clarify these puzzles, because in catechetical meetings questions 

can be asked and discussed, receiving answers and clarification. Last but not least, participation in 

catechesis contributes to the religious development of young people. Through prayer, meditation 

 

1 1 Paul L. GAVRILYUK, Cateheză și catehumenat în primele veacuri ale Bisericii, Col. Studii, Translation 

from French Paula Ilaș and Daniela Bahrim, Iași, Doxologia Edit., 2018, p.333. 



13 

 

 

and study, young people can experience a stronger connection with God and a better understanding 

of their personal faith. 

Working with young people can become an occasion for celebration. Priests meet with 

them, have the opportunity to listen to them, to appreciate them, to approach them with sincerity 

and to get close to the depths of their soul. The importance of catechesis for young people can be 

summed up as follows: 

- It contributes to the formation of moral and ethical values; 

- It leads to knowledge of faith and traditions; 

- It supports spiritual and personal development; 

- It contributes to the exchange of information between generations; 

- It increases respect for religious diversity; 

- It contributes to active participation in community life, so that young people can develop 

skills of listening to others, teamwork, kindness, altruism; 

- It promotes critical thinking and discernment; 

- It helps when challenges and uncertainties arise; 

- It promotes ethical and responsible behaviour; 

- It supports decision-making; 

- It facilitates understanding of young people's role in the world. 

We hope that an important element of content in this work is the explanation of the cate-

chetical means that a good catechist should know and use in catechising the younger generation. 

Some of the most important catechetical means that the Church can use for the pastoral care of 

young people are: Catechetical dialogue, parish library, pilgrimages and camps, involvement in 

philanthropic activities, holding spiritual evenings, volunteering, use of the internet. 

As far as the catechetical group is concerned, we can say that it brings young people into 

contact with other young people who share the same faith and values. This gives them the oppor-

tunity to build relationships and friendships in an environment of mutual support and understand-

ing. So, we can say that we are talking about improving ways of interpersonal relationships and 

experiencing new attitudes and roles in interacting with others. The group also contributes to ac-

quiring the ability to express one's own feelings directly, honestly and genuinely in relation to 

oneself and others, and to increasing self-confidence and trust in others. It is a way of understanding 

one's own inner thoughts, feelings and attitudes by honestly investigating the relational patterns 
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revealed both in relationships with other members of the group and outside the group, by develop-

ing empathic and intuitive capacity. 

Finally, the catechetical group contributes to the improvement of self-image and to a per-

sonal change within the group, which is first observed, manifested and understood within the group, 

so that later the changes can be applied in everyday life. 

Some of the activities of catechetical groups are: 

- Participation in the liturgical ministry of the parish: evening prayers/morning prayers, 

Holy Mass; 

- Participation in catechetical dialogue (once a week); 

- Participation in receiving the sacraments of Confession and Eucharist; 

- Involvement in philanthropic activities; 

- Participation in excursions, pilgrimages and other outdoor activities; 

- Participation in camps; 

- Participating and providing support in painting camps; 

- Providing support for children participating in the catechetical programme "Christ shared 

with children"; 

- Identifying social cases in the parish and helping them; 

- Partnerships with schools and universities; 

- Film evenings; 

- Active participation in the parish choir; 

- Organising and actively participating in carol and hymn competitions. 

The catechist/coordinator listens to the young people, encourages them to ask questions, 

challenges them intellectually, offers them emotional and material support, giving them biblical 

and patristic examples, as well as examples from their own experience, but without interfering with 

their freedom or imposing anything on them. Every catechetical priest interviewed said that he does 

not try to impose anything on them, does not force anything on them, but respects their autonomy 

and individual freedom, and leaves them time to use and put into practice the knowledge they have 

received in catechetical work. The catechist must therefore be a model with the ability to convince, 

to help young people to find or build their path towards authentic values and to accompany and 

assist them on this path. 
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We believe that an important element of content for this work is the study that aimed to 

obtain quantitative and qualitative data about the religious life of young people in Timis County, 

the assessment of their expectations from the institution of the Church and from clergy or other 

religious leaders. Therefore, we would not like to move on without briefly presenting some of the 

answers received in the questionnaire. The questionnaire comprised 32 items. The application pe-

riod was between 01 December 2022 - 30 January 2023. The number of participants was 265: 68% 

female and 32% male and was addressed to those aged 16-35. In terms of background, 57% of the 

young people come from urban areas and 43% from rural areas. 60% of those surveyed have a 

university degree, 38% a high school degree and 2% a vocational degree. The denominations of 

those questioned are as follows: 82.26% Orthodox, 5.66% Pentecostal, 3.4% Baptist, 4.15% other, 

2.26% Catholic, 1.89% Greek Catholic, the remainder Adventist (1 respondent). 

Regarding the awareness of those surveyed and their belief/confidence that through the 

Sacrament of Baptism they are members of the Church, 91.7% of the young people surveyed said 

they are aware that through the Sacrament of Baptism they are members of the Church, while 

4.15% said they are not, and 4.15% said they are not Christians. Also related to affirming belief in 

God, 91.32% of the young people surveyed believe in God, 3.4% do not believe and 5.28% are not 

sure. Of course, in terms of identifying themselves as believers, 82.64% of them consider them-

selves believers, while only 17.36% do not. 

Regarding religious education in the family, 90.94% of young people say that they received 

religious education at home, while 9.06% say they did not. 68.72% of those surveyed said they 

received this education from their parents, 28.81% from grandparents and 2.47% from other rela-

tives. We understand that a predominantly religious or very religious family background exerts a 

strong influence on young people's religious beliefs and involvement. 

In relation to their attendance at Mass on Sundays, the percentages are as follows: 70% say 

they attend and 30% say they do not attend. On this subject, we note that 64.53% of those ques-

tioned say they go to confession, 33.58% do not go, and 1.89% do not know what this means. 

Likewise, 67.17% say they go to Communion, 30.57% do not go, and 2.26% do not know what 

this sacrament means. 

Interestingly, 82.64% of those questioned agree that religion should be taught in school, 

6.04% would like it to be taught in the church (in the church building or in the premises next to it), 

9.43% are indifferent and 1.89% do not agree.  Out of the people interviewed, the ones who are 
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parents or were parents, 82.64% would let their children take up religion. 10.57% would let them 

if the history of religions were taught, and 1.89% - would not let them. We note that those who 

agree with the religion class in school would also let their children attend it. Therefore, we wonder 

why the media and many of the influencers on social platforms advocate against the religion class? 

Aren't they just puppets playing into the hands of NGOs that oppose the Church and the nation? 

A sensitive issue is the trust young people have in the words (advice, exhortations) of priests 

or other Christian religious leaders. 84.53% of those surveyed trust the words of religious leaders, 

while 15.47% do not trust them. Regarding the credibility of information in the secular press about 

the Church and its ministers, the responses were as follows: 7.92% believe it to be true, 18.49% do 

not believe it to be true, 34.34% do not know, cannot say, and 39.25% believe it to be partly true. 

We did not want to miss the other sensitive issue of the comparison between the number of 

churches and the number of hospitals. 51.70% of those questioned say we need both. 22.26% think 

we have too many churches. 24.53% think we do not have enough churches and 1.51% do not 

know. 

It is also worth mentioning the various catechetical activities in religious communities: in 

the questionnaire, young people had the opportunity to specify which catechetical activities are 

carried out in their parish. These include religious, social, educational and cultural activities. For 

example, catechesis, choirs, workshops, excursions, social evenings, philanthropic activities, com-

petitions on biblical themes, camps, youth meetings and debates on various topics; carolling and 

involvement in religious celebrations are common activities in many denominations; involvement 

in charitable activities and volunteering. Mentioning that the catechetical programme "Christ 

shared with children" in the responses indicates that some respondents have participated in these 

activities or have heard of this programme. 

Beside all this, young people also have expectations of the Church and its ministers. Re-

sponses on this topic indicate that the main problem in the relationship between young people and 

the Church seems to be a lack of communication. Young people do not feel needed and sometimes 

feel rejected. They recognise that European society is post-Christian and that it is important for 

Christians to be prepared to share the faith with modesty and confidence.  

The Church must help them find their way in life and distinguish between right and wrong, 

without imposing anything. It is important for the church to be open, without criticising their 
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appearances or faults, but to attract them with kindness and humanity. A rigid attitude can discour-

age them.  

Young people also feel the need to be active and involved in the church community. So the 

Church can respond to this need by organising weekly activities, debates, church choirs, trips, pil-

grimages, and by offering moral support and guidance. For young people who do not attend church, 

it would be desirable for clergy to approach them through the means of communication they use, 

such as the internet.  

Young people want ministers to set an example of humility, kindness and understanding for 

members of the community.  

We note that young people are aware that they are attracted to cults that practice a simplified 

faith, clearly stated and understandable to them, without the use of complicated language or reli-

gious formalism. 

Returning to the catechetical groups studied, there are also some shortcomings. Some co-

ordinators feel that they have not been sufficiently involved in the relationship with the young 

people and identify certain aspects where they could have done more. These include organising 

sports and environmental activities and more outings.  

They also point out that not all the themes were appealing to young people and some of the 

dialogue evenings were not very constructive, partly because of the way the catechesis was pre-

sented. Some regretted that they had not succeeded in turning the group into an (NGO) and would 

have liked to organise more pilgrimages, especially to Greece and the Holy Land. 

One of the coordinators expressed a wish to become a priest as well, saying that this would 

have helped him significantly, especially in terms of confession and spiritual life. He believes that 

he can attract young people through dialogue in the Confession Mass, where a spiritual bond is 

established. 

Unfortunately, there is no strong unity between the catechetical groups. Apart from activi-

ties such as the Recreational Meeting at Dacia parish (Timisoara) and the Vigil at Timisoara Frate-

lia parish, no other joint activities have been organised. 

Finally, we must mention that catechetical activity dedicated to young people is essential 

in helping them to meet Christ both through prayer and through the activities carried out. It is also 

a way of meeting with their peers, which contributes to their harmonious and balanced develop-

ment, offering them spiritual, moral, cultural and social support in an environment of understanding 
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and support. At the same time, it gives them the tools to face the challenges of life and to build a 

strong and authentic faith. Therefore, we believe that the thesis is rather an invitation to involve 

young people in growing up in the Church and in the life of the Church and argues, both theoreti-

cally and practically, that we still have young people concerned with religious culture, attached to 

the values that Christianity proposes and eager to get involved in the actions that the Church carries 

out. The methods presented here will hopefully be an ideal opportunity to help youth workers dis-

cover resources to support young people and to respond to the changes they are going through. 
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APPENDIX I: Questionnaire - Opinion survey on the religious life of 

young people in Timis County and of those living nearby, for various 

reasons, and on their expectations from the Church institution. 

 

 Hello! My name is Alexandru Hrab and I am a religion teacher. I am conducting a ques-

tionnaire for my doctoral thesis, aiming to find out some information about the religious life of 

young people and their expectations from the institution of the Church. 

There are no right or wrong answers, only your answers. The answers are confidential. 

Gender: Male 

FEMA 

County of origin: 

Education: University 

High school 

Vocational school 

Area: 

Rural 

Urban 

Age: 

Confession: Orthodox 

Catholic 

Greek Catholic 

Baptist 

Pentecostal 

Adventist 

Muslim 

Other 

 

1. Are you aware/confident/convinced that through the Sacrament of Baptism you are members of 

the Church? 

Yes. 
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No. 

I have not a Christian 

2. Do you believe in God? 

Yes. 

No. 

Not sure. 

3. Did you receive a religious education at home? 

Yes. 

No. 

4. If so, from whom? 

Parents. 

Grandparents. 

Other relatives. 

5. Are you a praying person? 

Yes. 

No. 

6. Do you pray? How often do you pray? 

In the morning 

Evening 

Morning and evening 

At meals 

Occasionally 

7. Do you attend Mass on Sundays (go to Church on Sundays)? 

Yes. 

No. 

8. If you do, how often do you attend? 

Every Sunday? 

Once a week? 

Twice a week? 

Once or several times a month? 

Once or several times a year? 
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9. Do you consider yourself a religious person? 

Yes. 

No. 

Don't know. 

10. Do you go to confession? 

Yes. 

No. 

I don't know what that means. 

11. If you go to confession, how often do you do it? 

Every fast? 

Twice a year (Easter and Christmas) 

As often as possible 

Once a year 

12. Do you fast? 

Yes 

No 

13. If you fast, when do you fast? 

Wednesday and Friday 

On the four fasts 

One week in each fast 

Once a week? 

14. Do you take Communion? 

Yes. 

No. 

I don't know what that means. 

15. If you take communion, how many times a year do you do it? 

In the four stations. 

Christmas and Easter. 

Once a week. 

As often as possible. 

16. What do you think about religion class in school? 
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I agree that religion should be taught in school 

I disagree with religion in school 

Religion should only be done in the Church institution (in the church building or in the facilities 

next to it). 

I am indifferent. 

17. As parents or future parents, do you agree that your son/daughter should attend religion class? 

Yes. 

No. 

Yes, if the history of religions were taught. 

I am indifferent. 

18. Do you trust priests or other Christian religious leaders? 

Yes. 

No. 

19. Do you trust the words (advice, exhortations) of priests or other Christian religious leaders? 

Yes. 

No. 

20. Is there any activity with young people in your parish/church? 

Yes. 

No. 

Don't know. 

21. If activities are carried out, what are they? 

 

22. Are you aware that before receiving the sacrament of Holy Communion and before the sacra-

ment of Holy Baptism, the bride and groom/parents-to-be and godparents should attend a special 

preparation called catechesis to explain the meaning of the two sacraments? 

Yes. 

No. 

I have never heard of this. 

23. Have you heard of the term catechesis and do you know what it means? 

Yes. 

No. 
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I've heard of it, but I don't know what it means. 

24. Have you heard of the following youth associations: ASCOR, League of Romanian Orthodox 

Youth? 

Yes. 

No. 

I belong to such an association. 

25. Do you believe that what is said in the press (secular press) about the Church and its ministers 

is true? 

Yes 

No 

Partially 

I don't know 

26. Do you consider it hygienic to share with the same spoon? 

Yes, because the Cup contains the Lord's own Body and Blood. 

No. 

I don't know. 

27. Do you think we have too many churches and too few hospitals? 

Yes. 

No 

We need both. 

I don't know. 

28. Do you agree that abortion is a crime? 

Yes. 

No. 

I don't know. 

29. Have you watched/do you watch sexually explicit material? 

Yes. 

No. 

Very rarely. 

30. Are you aware of the consequences of consuming sexually explicit material? 

Yes. 
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No. 

31. In your opinion, how should the Church and its ministers be involved in the lives of young 

people? What are your expectations of them? 

32. How should a priest develop the quality of youth ministry? 
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