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Abstract:  

The doctoral thesis Ion Pop Reteganul in the Context of 19th-Century Folklore: Poetics and 

Politics has emerged out of the desire to bring scholarly Ion Pop Reteganul to the attention of our 

contemporaries. Within his compass came creative imagination and scientific rigour, encyclopaedic 
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information, reforming agenda, combining theoretical activity with social activism, while his desire 

to live by models and provide an example for the community to follow made him a Renaissance 

personality. Initially, we intended to write a monograph that would include all his activity in various 

fields, particularly in that of folklore. The idea to change the approach appeared as a result of the 

impact that the ideas of the New Historicism had on us, which helped us to understand that a more 

relevant idea about the life and work of the folklorist Ion Pop Reteganul could be derived from his 

embedding in the socio-political context of the 19th century and in the history of Romanian 

civilisation. 

New Historicism, as a literary and cultural theory, appeared at the end of the 20th century as a 

response to the limitations of traditional historical criticism, arguing, contrary to the latter’s claim of 

scientific objectivity, that access to the past is problematic, mediated by multiple factors, such as the 

existence of documents, their discovery, the prejudices of the authors who imposed their point of 

view and gave way to personal likes and dislikes. As Louis Montrose famously put it in Professing 

the Renaissance: The Poetics and Politics of Culture, the object of New Historicism is the textuality 

of history (we access the past only through what comes to us in writing or some other medium) and 

the historicity of texts (those texts are interpreted from the point of view of the present)1.  

The variant of New Historicism in the picture of literary theories at the end of the millennium 

sought to analyse literary texts concerning the historical and cultural contexts in which they were 

produced and as a product of negotiation with other discourses and components of social semiotics. 

New Historians rejects the notion of objective, ahistorical truth. At the same time, authors of literary 

studies analyse works of art as crystallisations of multiple interferences in the network of discourses 

of a historical period. 

On the other hand, New Historicism studies the interaction between history and literature. 

The new-historical approach relies on power dynamics, ideologies and social structures that 

influence the creation process and the reception of literary works. By examining cultural and 

historical factors, New Historicism sets out to shed light on how literature participates in the 

construction and resistance to power2. Some of the key ideas that helped change the research 

direction of this PhD thesis belong to Stephen Greenblatt, who, in Renaissance Self-Fashioning: 

From More to Shakespeare (1980), explores the relationship between literature and identity during 

 

1 Louis Montrose, "Professing the Renaissance: The Poetics and Politics of Culture”, în The New Historicism, ed. H. A. 

Veeser, New York, Editura Routledge, 1989, pp.15-36.  
2 H. Aaram Veeser, The New Historicism, New York, Routledge, 1989, pp. ix-xvi, H. Aaram Veeser, The New 

Historicism Reader, New York, Routledge, 1994, pp.1-35.   
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the Renaissance. He shows that individuals formed their identity through language, rhetoric, and 

exposure to the semantic energies of discursive channels, highlighting the importance of history in 

literary analysis.3. 

Documents and artefacts mediate access to the past. Therefore, it is partial and subjective, as 

those cultural objects were produced according to the limits of understanding, the ideological 

interests of the authors and their access to events. Multiple mediations interpose between the present 

society and its past. At the same time, even a good understanding of those depends on knowledge of 

the texts through which they entered into negotiations with the ideas of the time. 

There is, especially in our country, a commonly shared belief that folklore is ahistorical, 

preserving eternal values, temperamental inclinations, and beliefs of the people unaffected by the 

tribulations of history. In reality, Ion Pop Reteganul was a node in a network—a member of a 

community of philosophers of education that extended outside the Romanian territory. A review of 

how folk  tales have been theorised indicates that their perception differs, not only diachronically, in 

the passage of calendar time, but also according to the thinking, the cultural models of a phase of 

history, the dominant currents in theory and creation – such as the history of genres. Folk  tales are 

valued, interpreted, and classified differently in the era of romanticism, positivism, and formalism 

from the beginning of the last century, or postmodern historicism. 

As far as the interest taken by Ion Pop Reteganul in Romanian literary history and criticism is 

concerned, we mention that he is discussed in numerous articles over time, most often in the form of 

a eulogy for his work as a folklorist, with the establishment of some essential biographical 

milestones. In the 90s, in the context of the attempt to recover all the cultural assets that could 

contribute to the reshaping of a national identity deformed by the communist dictatorship, a volume 

entitled S. FL. Marian și corespondenții săi, edited by Eugen Dimitriu and Petru Froicu, with a 

foreword by Iordan Datcu, was brought out by the Minerva Publishing House (1991). From among 

later volumes of the 2000s, mention should be made of two editions of Povești Ardelenesti (2001, 

2007), edited by Ioan Crețiu and Constantin Cublesan. The volume Someș, Someș, apă lină, 

published by Școala Ardeleană in Cluj-Napoca in 2015, recovers part of the folk literature collected 

by Ion Pop Reteganul, which represents only very little of what is stored in the Academy Library. 

Laura Goia's book, Ion Pop Reteganul: Bibliografie, published by Școala Ardeleană in 2015, was of 

great help in establishing some bibliographic landmarks in our research.  

 

3 Stephen Greenblatt, Renaissance Self-Fashioning: From More to Shakespeare, Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 

2005.  
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Thus, we started our research with the question: How can Ion Pop Reteganul be framed in a 

broader historical and cultural context without leaving aside the analysis of some texts representative 

of the Romanian culture of his time?; Can we discuss an up-to-date biography and activity of Ion 

Pop Reteganul for specialised and non-specialised readers? 

To answer these questions, we used qualitative and quantitative research methods. However, 

before starting the bibliographic documentation activity, we made a series of trips to the Ion Pop 

Reteganul Memoire House, the Romanian Academy Library and the Astra Museum, where some of 

his writings or documents discussing his activity are located. In this way, we wanted not only to 

experience the feeling of a living presence when faced with the personal history of a scholar to 

whom this doctoral thesis is dedicated but also to establish an emotional connection with it, starting 

from the idea that the passion for the research undertaken is a driving force which helps in its 

development, especially in the vacillating moments that inevitably appear during the exegetical 

approach. 

The first step was the collection of bibliographic materials related to the activity of Ion Pop 

Reteganul, the work of Laura Goia mentioned above, and the volumes of folklore republished in 

recent years being of great use in this direction, the latter allowing us to work with updated text 

versions graphically and linguistically improved. At the same time, we undertook a comparative 

reading of the older versions. The digitisation of some works by Ion Pop Reteganul made available 

by the Cluj-Napoca University Library was one of the sources for these texts. 

A second part of the bibliographic collection is related to the research direction of this thesis 

that follows the historical and cultural contextualisation of Ion Pop Reteganul, calling on works of 

history, anthropology, folkloristics, pragmatics, and cultural studies, all of which can be found in the 

bibliography of our PhD thesis. 

Starting from the ideas of the New Historicism, we examined the power dynamics, social 

structures and cultural contexts that marked the life and activity of Ion Pop Reteganul. Historical 

contextualisation looks at the cultural events and phenomena that may have influenced the reference 

texts that are the object of our interest. A critical reading of Ion Pop Reteganul's texts was carried out 

in the light of this contextualisation, which allowed us to perceive their relevance among his 

contemporaries, not only in the Romanian lands, but within a broader, international frame, especially 

German, as well as the proleptic character of some ideas developed in theories and systems of 

thought in our time. A new understanding of Ion Pop-Reteganul was possible through the study of 

discursive contaminations, from the principles of recent European pedagogy to which he had access 

through Friedrich Fröbel and, implicitly, through Pestalozzi, to the echoes of some cultic writings, 
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which reached the masses through the religious service, in the folk poetry collected by Ion Pop-

Reteganul (referenced at length, especially Îndreptarea Legii - 1652, Târgoviște, translated from 

Greek by Daniil Panonianul, who later became metropolitan of Transylvania). 

In discussing these texts, we have chosen to use the comparative method and critical analysis 

based on our observations, mainly since most of the bibliography dedicated to Ion Pop Reteganul is 

limited to general aspects without going into a detailed analysis, for example, in the case of collected 

and published folk texts. Although we provided several possible directions/grids for folk  tale 

research in our thesis as a theoretical approach, our interpretation was based on our own analysis and 

our own hermeneutic effort. 

The research is structured into six chapters: Folklore: the birth and construction of a 

discipline, Historical and cultural contexts, Memory, family and Identity: memoirs, Ion Pop 

Reteganul – rhetorician and linguist, Folk literature and National identity on the militant agenda of 

Ion Pop Reteganul and Conclusions. 

Chapter 1, Folklore: the birth and construction of a discipline takes a preliminary step, 

trying to answer the question how interest in folklore emerged as a discipline of scientific study in 

Europe. Some terminological clarifications were necessary. Thus, we have defined folklore and 

presented its essential characteristics, later defining folkloristics to eliminate confusion between the 

two terms. In logical sequence, the next research segment was dedicated to the evolution of 

folkloristics as a discipline in the 19th century, following a contextualisation of the activity of Ion 

Pop Reteganul. We presented the first collections of folklore marking the rise of the discipline and 

considered the relationship of folklore with primitivism. At the same time, in order to provide a 

universal framework for the work of Ion Pop Reteganul, we have chosen to present the work of some 

outstanding European folklorists in the early period of folklore as a scientific discipline: Wilhelm 

Mannhardt, Reinhold Köhler, Brothers Grimm, Friedrich Max Müller, Elias Lönnrot, Julius Leopold 

Krohn, Kaarle Krohn and Giuseppe Pitre. Narrowing down the geographical area, we continued to 

present the activity of folklorists from Transylvania in the 19th century, the space and the period of 

Ion Pop’s activity. 

Chapter 2, Historical and cultural contexts, contextualises Ion Pop Reteganul's activity 

through the prism of events and cultural aspects of his time. The French Revolution and its influence 

over the whole of Europe is the first stopping point in our presentation, followed by some 

considerations regarding the transition from physicalist to cultural anthropology, which broadened 

the framework of interpretation of folk and cult literary productions, placing them in a new light. 

According to Jack Zipes (1983), one of the practitioners of New Historicism, the emergence of 
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stories as a distinct genre through the Countess d'Aulnoy and Charles Perrault in the Age of 

Enlightenment had a subversive purpose, as evidenced by the plots of fairy tales which undermined  

the old authoritarian, patriarchal regime, inventing happy endings for marginalised or oppressed 

categories of people (children, women, orphans, servants...) 

At the same time, according to the same Zipes, folk  tales also had an educational role, their 

agenda including the desire to tame manners, the creation of a democratic and civilised society, 

purged of the signs of barbarism. The stories of Ion Pop Reteganul are not primarily intended to 

satisfy the romantic reader's taste for the sensational and supernatural, having instead  an educational 

purpose and a solid realistic touch. This is why we make very brief clarifications in the final part of 

this chapter on the impact of 19th-century positivism on the authors of discourse on society and the 

individual, especially in autobiographical writings. The elegance of interpersonal relationships also 

concerned Ion Pop, who dedicated a serious guide to the epistolary style. The autobiographical 

writings of Ion Pop Reteganul mirror his development as an individual, first as part of a small 

community - the family, the village, or the school -, then as part of a whole society perceived in its 

dynamic social relations, while reflecting on his own intellectual becoming. 

Chapter 3, Memory, family, and identity: memoirs, is part of the research that we dedicate 

to the biography of Ioan Pop Reteganul, including in this chapter a presentation of Reteag, the native 

area so dear to the Transylvanian folklorist that he assumed its name in all his publications. In this 

presentation, we look at data on the history and population structure of Reteag, elements that 

contributed to the formation of the individual concerning the community in which he grew up. The 

following sub-chapter, Pages in the life of an old time schoolboy, is dedicated to the way the school 

of the time, the customs, and the people of Reteag are reflected in Reteganul's autobiographical 

writings. We used the manuscript Din memoriile mele, located in the Astra Library, and the 

posthumous volume Amintirile unui școlar de altădată, edited by Ion Apostol Popescu and  Serafim 

Duicu. The recovery of this text and its publication is an opportunity to ascertain the child's world 

and the similar materially challenging educational course in the episodes related to a masterpiece of 

Romanian literature, Amintiri din copilărie (Memories of Childhood) by Ion Creangă. The 

autobiographical information is supplemented in some cases by the memories about the 

Transylvanian teacher published by his grandson, Alexandru Anca, under the title Din viața 

dascălului Ion Pop Reteganul și aprecieri despre activitatea lui. 

The pedagogical schools in Năsăud and Gherla were succeeded by work as a teacher in 

several places: Orlat, Baru Mare, Lisa, Bouțaru Inferior and Superior, Bucium Sașa, Blaj and Rodna. 

The last part of the third chapter refers to other memoirs in a series of articles published by Ion Pop 
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Reteganul in the magazine "Convorbiri Pedagogice". The portraits of teachers from the folklorist's 

childhood, such as G. Lazăr and Vasile Petri, are relevant for his choice of the future teaching 

profession. The job of a teacher meant continuous involvement in the communities in which he lived 

and was permanently doubled, even more assiduously after the age of retirement, by the activities of 

folklorists and publicists. The teacher's role is also conveyed in the short story Dascălul Ioniță, in the 

main character hiding even Ion Pop Reteganul. 

Chapter 4, Ion Pop Reteganul - rhetorician and linguist, includes an analysis of his 

concern for education, as it emerges from various articles and speeches delivered on the occasion of 

special events, which are remarkable for the rhetoric of quality education, which take into account 

the needs of the Transylvanian population and at the same time emulate modern European trends. 

The first subchapter, A rhetoric of pedagogy, is the occasion to expose the contemporary 

international coordinates of Ion Pop Reteganul's ideas and inspiration as a pedagogue. A new 

element of our thesis is the connection between the type of education practised by the Transylvanian 

teacher and Friedrich Fröbel, to whom he dedicated one of his dissertations. Friedrich Fröbel (1782-

1852) is often considered the founder of the modern kindergarten system and a pioneer in early 

childhood education. His ideas about education had a profound and lasting impact on educational 

practices worldwide. Fröbel's philosophy emphasised the significance of play, nature, creativity and 

the interconnectedness of all knowledge in fostering holistic development in children. One of 

Fröbel's fundamental concepts in education was "personal activity" or "activity play". He believed 

that children learn best through practical experiences and active involvement in their environment, 

which we find in the way Ion Pop Reteganul approaches teaching activities. At the heart of Fröbel's 

philosophy was the idea that education should be child-centred. He recognised that each child is 

unique and that the role of the educator is to nurture and guide their interests and capacities. Another 

critical element in Fröbel's educational approach was the idea of 'unity' or 'whole'. He believed that 

all aspects of learning were interconnected and sought to integrate various subjects and activities into 

a coherent educational experience. Fröbel also emphasised the importance of nature in a child's 

education. 

Furthermore, Fröbel's emphasis on the educator's role as facilitator and guide remains 

influential in modern educational practices. Froebel's ideas about education sparked widespread 

interest and influenced the development of kindergarten programs throughout Europe and later in the 

United States. We point out in our research that Ion Pop Reteganul not only knew all these aspects, 

which places him in the intellectual company of some critical pedagogues of those times but also 

applied them in all his didactic activities, as is revealed throughout our research project. 
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Out of the desire to include in education the traditions and history of Transylvania, his 

speeches also include a presentation of Rodna, a rigorously documented monograph, reflecting the 

author's concerns and vast lore about geography, history, and traditions, but also pressing issues for 

his contemporaries and fellow teachers: the problems of schools and their needs, the difficulties of 

those who teach, possible plans for optimising the functioning of educational establishments. 

The fourth chapter has as a point of special interest and novelty the third sub-chapter, 

Linguistic concerns, by presenting the manual Cartea de cetire and its theories on epistles. The 

textbook gave our research the occasion of a comparative approach to the conceptions of the original 

teacher from Reteag and the theory of speech acts evolved by of J.L. Austin (1911-1960) and John 

Searle (b.1932), who revolutionised the understanding of language and communication, emphasising 

that language is not only a tool for descriptive communication but also has the power to act and 

influence reality in various ways. By analysing speech acts, we can better understand the complexity 

of human communication and how our words significantly impact social relationships. Reteganul, in 

turn, talks about the different registers of language and about the functions of language: 

communication, didactic and, surprisingly for those times, pragmatic. 

Another element of novelty modulating our research in this chapter is related to the principles 

of pragmatics in Leech and Grice, noting that, as early as the 19th century, Reteganul had the 

intuition of maxims of pragmatics that would develop as a discipline after World War II. Long 

before Leech had elaborated the principle of politeness, Reteganul emphasised the necessity of 

politeness in the wording of letters of any kind. Analysing how the teacher from Transylvania 

theorises the epistle, we find that he also anticipated the practical communicat ion principles of Paul 

Grice by a century, of course, in an early form.   

The application of his theories on epistles, along with significant details of the socio-political 

and cultural context of the time, emerge from the last part of this chapter, where we present part of 

Reteganul's correspondence.  

Chapter 5, on Folk literature, begins with several considerations regarding Reteganul’s 

conceptions about folklore and the methods used in collecting folklore. A second sub-chapter 

includes a history of the possibilities of interpretation of folk tales to emphasise the various grids that 

can be applied to any folk tale collected by Reteganul and the changes of approach along time. We 

mention a heritage of works belonging to Johann Gottfried Herder, the Brothers Grimm, Theodor 

Benfey, Max Müller, Arnold van Gennep, Vladimir Propp, Joseph Campbell, Roman Jakobson, 

Émile Benveniste, Bruno Bettelheim, Algirdas Julien Greimas, Claude Lévi-Strauss, Marie-Louise 

von Franz, Gilbert Durand, Tzvetan Todorov and Jack Zipes. Along with these, we give a brief 
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overview of the classification of folk tales from all over the world in the Aarne-Thompson-Uther 

Classification System. We turned to the critical reading of the folk tales collected by Ion Pop 

Reteganul, highlighting specific structural and cultural elements, out of the desire to bring an element 

of interpretative novelty in line with the Transylvanian space of origin of the folk  tales. 

In order to show the contemporary importance of folk  tales, we discussed in the following 

subchapter their formative-educational dimensions, using the comparison of some texts. We also 

proposed the possibility of using folk  tales as a tool in teaching the Romanian language, especially 

for foreign speakers, which is essential in emphasising the relevance of folk  tales. 

The analysis of the folklore texts collected by Ion Pop Reteganul continues in our work with 

another category, folk ballads, which we use for the mental-societal anchoring of the moral norms 

they convey in a comparison with those present in Pravila lui Matei Basarab or Îndreptarea legii 

(1652). Critical reading and comparative analysis are also used in the subchapter dedicated to carols 

collected by the Transylvanian folklorist. 

Chapter 6, National identity on the militant agenda of Ion Pop Reteganul, was also 

inspired by new-historical theories, aiming to show how the teacher originating from Reteag 

maintained an interest in awakening the sense of Romanian national identity in the consciousness of 

his contemporaries. From this perspective, we discuss the concerns of the literary historian embodied 

in a series of articles dedicated to important names of Romanian culture f rom inside and outside the 

Carpathian arc, brought together posthumously under the name Medalioane literare, the anthologist 

of poetry in Romanian through Inimioara, adică floarea poeziei naționale din cei mai buni scriitori 

români în uzul tinerimei române, eager to offer readers literary productions from all the Romanian 

provinces, and the storyteller, through a series of stories that, although they do not have a definite 

literary value, are a mirror of Transylvanian rural life and its customs and beliefs. The last subchapter 

is dedicated to the manual Pomicultura sau Cultura arborilor roditori, which retains its practical 

relevance even today but is, at the same time, the reflection of Ion Pop Reteganul's constant concern 

to grow the communities in which he lived and to put at hand not only the tools necessary for 

intellectual growth but also those necessary for material growth. 

The conclusions of our thesis present a series of considerations which answer the research 

questions and objectives of our thesis, as well as some recommendations regarding the valorisation 

of the cultural heritage of Ion Pop Reteganul and suggesting possible new research directions. 

As pointed out  above, we  set out from the question: How can Ion Pop Reteganul be framed 

in a broader historical and cultural context without leaving aside the analysis of some texts 
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representative of the Romanian culture of his time? Moreover, Can we discuss an up-to-date 

biography and activity of Ion Pop Reteganul for the specialist and non-specialist reader? 

We brought arguments in support of the statement that Ion Pop Reteganul is a landmark in the 

history of Romanian civilisation, a model of erudition, dedication to the higher interests of 

Romanians everywhere, a forerunner in the study of  language, a social activist with exhortations and 

examples for shaping society in the spirit of a utopia of good administration, professional work, 

harmony in a multi-ethnic society, as well as supporting the cause of Romanians from all the 

provinces in which they lived, first of all, the construction and preservation of historical identity. 

The methodology we applied, a combination of cultural study and comparative and historical 

approach, allowed the creation of a European cultural context affected by the historical conditions of 

the 19th century which bore upon the entire activity of Ion Pop Reteganul. The Romanian space, 

especially the Transylvanian one, was never isolated from the European one, as it emerges from the 

analysis of the various scientific and cultural concerns of the folklorist who is the subject of our 

thesis. The desire to keep alive for his contemporaries the unity of national consciousness, which he 

wanted to be projected through his folk creations into the world heritage, was the engine that gave 

meaning to the life of Ion Pop Reteganul. 

From the perspective of the present interest in Ion Pop’s biography and work, we believe that, 

both during his life and after his death, he remained unjustly in an area of partial knowledge both by 

readers of folk tales and other folklore products and by historians and critics. Indeed, as we show in 

our work regarding the literary production of Reteganul, we cannot discuss a high echelon of values 

from the point of view of style. However, we can find in these texts a mirror of the Transylvanian 

language and of the modus vivendi in the Romanian province conditioned by the geographical and 

socio-political settlement of the 19th century.  

At the same time, at least as far as the folk tales collected by Ion Pop Reteganul are 

concerned, due to their formative-educational value, as well as their potential as a tool for learning 

the Romanian language as a foreign language and for nuances of the Romanian language for native 

speakers, we believe that these remain in the literary and practical area of interest. Moreover, the 

interpretation possibilities of the folk  tales in the chapter dedicated to popular literature can lead to 

as much research applied to these folk  tales, even from a comparatist’s perspective.. 

We have focused on elements specific to the Romanian folk tale, and, above all, the moral-

educational dimension that emerges from each analysed folk tale. If, in the past, folk  tales were 

transmitted to teach and delight the listeners at school and in the family, the contemporary world of 

the Transylvanian teacher, in the process of disenchantment, needed the maintenance of both aspects 
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through new channels. The publication of folk  tales enables the teacher to teach ancestral lessons to 

several generations and a "school class" unlimited in space and age.  

As for the old songs that we have addressed, they gave us the opportunity for comparative 

research based on the moral laws contained in Îndreptarea legii (1652). We observe a continuum of 

these laws both in folk texts and those belonging to cultic, legal and religious literature so that the 

possibility of future interdisciplinary research is open. The daily life of the Romanian peasants was 

not only an amalgam of traditions and customs, folk  tales and songs, pre-Christian and Christian 

mentalities and practices, but was also  based on unwritten laws of moral coexistence, which were 

later transposed in modern regulations, many of which endure to this day. 

While undertaking this research, we asked ourselves about its limits. We recognise that the 

main problems lie in the few folklore texts published in contemporary editions and in the large mass 

of texts of this type remaining only in manuscript and stored in the Library of the Romanian 

Academy. They may include variants of a particular text, allowing a comparison that would reveal 

more about the method used by Ion Pop Reteganul in selecting and preparing for print the collected 

folklore. At the same time, in certain situations such as the one identified in the folk tale about an 

incestuous situation, it is difficult to say whether the name is misspelt or whether there are notations 

in the margin of the manuscript that shed light on the matter. 

Removing the manuscripts from the hidden deposits of libraries and classifying the texts 

found in manuscripts by categories and variants would mean the possibility of an incursion into the 

folklore collected in Transylvania in the 19th century and tempt more researchers to lean on them. 

On the other hand, like any old document, manuscripts are subject to deterioration, and their 

preservation through digitalization would be beneficient, facilitating access to the folklore materials 

collected by Pop Reteganul and awakening new research curiosities in the field. 

The published texts used in our study and analysis are classified according to their source in 

the original works or manuscripts of Ion Pop Reteganul. Their publication in distinct categories, at 

least in popular lyrics, is fascinating. For this, however, a team of researchers is needed to transcribe 

the manuscripts, classify the transcribed texts, and compare the variants (we noticed during our 

research how two variants of the exact text could enrich the narrative with significant details, and 

there is also the possibility to emphasise how these changes vary by geographic area) and make 

known the results to the reading public. 

The originality of our approach concerns highlighting unknown dimensions of Ion Pop 

Reteganul's personality. The research of the sources revealed to us the significance of his educational 

system in the context of the dispute in the German space over the establishment of pedagogy as a 
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discipline through an alliance with philosophy rather than with psychology. Reteganul's interest in 

Friedrich Fröbel acquires new accents, given that the work of Eduard Spranger, Aus Friedrich 

Fröbels Gedankenwelt (Heidelberg, 1951) places the two authors, not only in the circle of resonant 

names, such as Spranger, Humboldt, Pestalozzi and Goethe, but also in relation to the studies on the 

child undertaken in America by Stanley Smith. 

The treatment of the child starting with Kindergarten (Fröbel invented Kindergarten) may 

have been a romantic legacy, a period in which writing for children, or fashion for children were 

practiced, but Reteganul creatively develops Fröbel's ideas, proposing didactic methods of surprising 

modernity. 

A historical revision of Ion Pop Reteganul, from the present perspective, revealed a linguist 

with surprising insights, such as the pragmatic function of language. He is aware, as discourse 

analysts are today, that language can construct human and institutional relationships. Anticipating J. 

L. Austin and John Searle, he describes the performative aspect of speech acts: the certificate of 

service, the certificate of morality, the receipt, the receipt, the contract  of donation, the contract of 

obligation, the account and the note – all of which have a performative effect. 

Rodica Raliade includes the writings of Ion Pop Reteganul in the category of "romantic 

pragmatism", calling him a cultural "animator". Raliade studies the phonetic and morphological 

transcription characteristics of the linguistic peculiarities of the texts published by the Transylvanian 

teacher. Although it highlights the importance of the folklore collected by him and the efforts to keep 

the national consciousness alive, Reteganul's Cartea de cetire appears only mentioned, the author 

losing sight of important aspects related to how he intuited pragmatic principles in his discussion of 

epistles.  If, in the previous century, the epistolary novel had known international success, Reteganul 

defines the letter as a performative speech act: "of the type of invitation, of request , of business, of 

gratitude". We also found correspondences between Ion Pop Reteganul's recommendations regarding 

the principles of effective communication and those that Paul Grice would formulate in the last 

century. We consider that this comparative part of our analysis is a novelty element that shows that, 

although motivated by the preservation of Romanian consciousness, as we show throughout our 

thesis, Ion Pop Reteganul is not only a cultural "animator" but a linguist ahead of his time, bent not 

only on the delight of folk  tales and other folkloric productions for future generations but also on the 

functionality of the texts for his contemporary generations. 

The preparation of a canon of Romanian literature, in which he included texts from 

publications, is commented as an expression of the fact that he was aware of the relevance of current 

writing for the renewal of the literary language. However, the constant concerns for etymology were 
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also interpreted as a search for evidence of the Latinity and antiquity of the Romanians in 

Transylvania. 

In fact, through the obsessive return to the need for the education of Romanians and the 

supremacy of the book as the ideal of the aspirations of an exocentric nation, with the centre outside, 

instead of a unitary state, Ion Pop Reteganul seemed to us to represent in Romania a case similar to 

the Afro-American, W. E. B. Du Bois, who saw the emancipation of his race, not in rebellion, but in 

education. Reteganul thought that the educator was a hero of the time, having the duty to provide 

students and society with an example of behaviour in addition to instruction, but to whom the 

community was also obliged to provide the material resources to fulfil its mission. 

In this revision of the portrait of Ion Pop Reteganul, we tried to prove that he was an 

exponential personality of the time and the destiny of the Romanians as a nation at that time. He d id 

not allow his ideals to remain a beautiful utopia but fought for their implementation. 

Well-known among contemporaries and connoisseur of the state of Romanian letters, keeping 

in touch with Romanian personalities across the Carpathians, Ion Pop Reteganul earned the 

appreciation of Nicolae Iorga, the one who launched, among the teaching staff, a manifesto for the 

growth of the Romanian language as a medium of shaping the nation’s identity.  

Upon the teacher's death, both intellectuals and ordinary people felt his loss as the 

disappearance of a precious person for Transylvanians of all social conditions: "Half the way to the 

grave he was carried on the shoulders by the teachers, his former workmates - for the other half the 

peasants begged for the honour of carrying him. He was so loved by everybody, that even the Jews of 

Reteag sent word to his widow that they would hold a service for his human soul."4. 

Considering Ion Pop Reteganul's activity, the duty to keep his memory alive also belongs to 

our contemporaries. With this aim in view, all his intellectual exertions should be recovered and 

republished, thereby integrating them into a broader geographical and conceptual framework, as they 

deserve. Our study is meant to shed light on the multiple valences of this complex personality 

through the methods we found convincing: historical revision, contextualisation and comparative 

study. 

 

 

 

4 Horia Petra Petrescu, WE.P. Reteganul, Odinioară și acum. Amintiri din copilărie , in „Biblioteca poporală a 

Asociațiunii ASTRA”, anul 23 (1933), pp. 14-15.  
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